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What do we do when God is silent? This question was asked by the Jews of Judah during their 
darkest era, the seventh century BCE. Assyrian forces had ransacked, looted, and burned their 
once-beautiful land – killing or exiling most of the populace and leaving behind a weakened 
country, scarred and traumatized, and living under a tyrant’s rule. In this environment, evil and 
idolatry flourished, prophets no longer spoke, and Torah was nearly forgotten. At stake was 
nothing less than the very survival of the Jewish people. 

In this spiritual vacuum, three brave new voices arose. Nahum defied the establishment to 
predict the downfall of an empire. Habakkuk challenged God directly to explain His inscrutable 
ways. And Zephaniah reminded the people that they too had to improve. Each of these prophets, 
in his own way, labored to restore hope to the people, promising respite and providing guidance 
on moving beyond suffering. Their unwavering messages of faith and belief are captured in the 
three small, often unfamiliar books of Trei Asar – the Twelve Minor Prophets – that bear their 
names. 

Drawing from the best of traditional and contemporary scholarship, master teacher Rabbi Yaakov 
Beasley carefully reveals the messages and meanings of these works, reminding us that they are 
as relevant today as they were to the Jews of Judah so many centuries ago.

Between these two peaks of darkness [the Assyrian 
and Babylonian empires], a fleeting ray of light 
would shine on Amos and the Jewish people. 
Manasseh’s dark reign of evil would end…and 
within a decade, the young boy [King Josiah] 
would lead a movement of return to Torah on a 
scale unseen in Jewish history. He encouraged 
the people to renew their covenant with God, to 
commit themselves to worshipping God exclusively, 
and to perform justice and kindness. During this 
brief respite, prophets once again began to speak. 
Courageous voices arose, calling for fidelity and 
faith, warning of dangers that lay ahead, but 
always providing hope. 

Among these prophets were Nahum, Habakkuk, 
and Zephaniah. Their messages were short, but 
their influence was everlasting. . . .  Ultimately, King 
Josiah took to heart the essence of their messages – 
the message that there was still hope for Jerusalem 
and her people and that salvation was still possible. 
Together, king and prophet gave instruction and 
provided hope to a weary people. They reminded 
them that despite the seemingly insurmountable 
darkness that had come before them and that was 
predicted to return in the near future, those who 
held onto faith would see lights in the valley.

(from the Epilogue)
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Rabbi Yaakov Beasley takes oft-neglected and difficult biblical books and employs a wealth of tools 
that will help us understand the eternal prophetic words more clearly. He seamlessly blends the 
best of classical commentary and modern scholarship – both Orthodox and academic, inner-biblical 
parallels and contrasts, historical background, and the art of poetry. . . .  Through this masterful 
commentary, readers of all backgrounds will find these prophetic works accessible, engaging, and 
religiously inspiring.
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