
We may read the Book of Esther as an entertaining story, 
a theological challenge, a discussion of governance, 
leadership, and gender, or a social commentary on life 
in the diaspora. There were times when the world of 
commentary around Esther flourished for the simple 
reason that Esther is the only biblical book to describe 
an integrated diaspora community under the threat 
of mass persecution, making it an obvious framework 
for interpreters to analyze their own historical and 
political situation within...
 In the pages ahead, you will find a medley of 
ancient and medieval commentaries sitting side by 
side with modern scholarship, punctuated by snippets 
on culture and whimsy: the mention of a painting, a 
stanza of a poem, the observation of a novelist. Some 
see Esther as a search for God in an unlikely place, 
while others regard it as a comedic farce. It is a story 
about peoplehood, a leadership manual that continues 
to instruct, a text that challenges its readers to step 
into the unknown and change reality for the good. We 
will explore these polymorphic voices from a posture of 
curiosity.
 The Book of Esther asks its celebrants to turn 
the world upside down because that is what can be 
expected in exile: the unpredictable, the surprise turn, 
the change in fate. If Purim is a holiday to examine  
exile, then Esther is its textbook and our guide.
    (from the Preface)

DR. ERICA BROWN is the director of the Mayberg Center for 
Jewish Education and Leadership and an associate professor 
of curriculum and pedagogy at the George Washington 
University’s Graduate School for Education and Human 
Development. Dr. Brown is a faculty member of the Wexner 
Foundation, an Avi Chai Fellow, and the recipient of the 
2009 Covenant Award. She is the author of twelve books on 
leadership, the Hebrew Bible, and spirituality. She has been 
published in the New York Times, Tablet, and The Jewish Review 
of Books and wrote a monthly column for the New York Jewish 
Week. She tweets (@DrEricaBrown) on one page of Talmud 
study a day. Access her articles at ericabrown.com. 

MAGGID BOOKS, offers new approaches to Jewish texts 
and themes from the world’s leading rabbis, scholars and 
philosophers. Maggid is an imprint of KOREN PUBLISHERS 
JERUSALEM. 

www.maggidbooks.com

Erica Brown

Maggid StudieS in tanakh · Stone edition

MAGGID MAGGID MAGGID

E
st

h
Er

B
row

n

EsthErאסתר
PowEr, FatE,  

and Fragility in ExilE

Religion / Judaism / Bible Studies

“With her trademark clarity and originality, Erica Brown shows why the Book of Esther has enchanted 
Jews throughout history, and why it still has compelling lessons and insights for contemporary Jews. 
Dr Brown’s scholarship is deep but is conveyed in a consistently accessible manner.”

Joseph Telushkin 
Rabbi, lecturer, and New York Times bestselling author of Rebbe, 

Jewish Literacy, and Words That Hurt, Words That Heal

“Erica Brown is one of the great teachers of our generation. She has a unique ability to blend Torah 
teachings in all their forms with contemporary challenges. This book offers new insights into Esther, 
one of the more intriguing figures in Jewish history. It teaches us about Esther and, as we read, 
about ourselves.” 

Deborah Lipstadt
Dorot Professor of Modern Jewish History and Holocaust Studies at Emory University 

and bestselling author of Denying the Holocaust and History on Trial 

“Erica Brown, who has long captivated readers and listeners alike with her wonderful psychological 
and literary insight into Jewish texts, has now given us an important new book on Esther.  This 
well-researched book takes a wide lens view of how the Esther story has been received by many 
over the ages. As such, she gives us much to consider as she so thoughtfully expounds upon the 
historically fraught nature of Jewish life in the diaspora. Readers will be very grateful that this book 
significantly deepens our understanding of the meaning of Purim.”

David Makovsky
Ziegler Distinguished Fellow at Washington Institute for Near East Policy

and director of the Project on Arab-Israel Relations
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