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RINGS



L E T ’S  M A K E  T H I S  E A SY  F O R  YO U

WELCOME

So you’ve made the call and decided it’s time to pop the question. 

Congratulations - we’re so excited for you! Starting your search for the 

perfect engagement ring for that special someone in your life can be 

a daunting process, but we promise it doesn’t have to be that way. No 

matter what stage of the journey you are at, simply follow our helpful 

guide to ensure you’re asking all the right questions and getting all the 

right answers.
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A N D  W H Y  YO U  N E E D  O N E

BUDGET

Before you dive head first into the rabbit hole that is engagement ring 

shopping, we recommend setting a budget. Traditionally the rule of 

thumb is to budget the value of 2-3 months of your salary but this may 

not suit everyone. You should consider the expectations of your 

significant other whilst also understanding your financial situation. At 

the end of the day, it’s not the amount of money you spend on an en-

gagement ring that matters, but rather the thought, effort and detail 

that goes into the ring itself. 

Image source: GCanatselis Photography



RING STYLE
T R E N D S  CO M E  A N D  G O,  B U T  D I A M O N D S  A R E  F O R E V E R

When it comes to ring style, we believe you should throw the rule book 

out the window, because there is no right or wrong style of engagement 

ring. This is your time to shine (pun intended) and get creative whilst 

keeping your partner’s tastes and preferences at the forefront of your 

mind. Here are a few of our most popular ring styles.



Jessica

A solitaire diamond with a six-claw setting 

that beautifully showcases the round 

brilliant diamond. 

Monique

Perfect for the modern bride is this mar-

quise cut central diamond with a half-set 

diamond band.

Elle

This elegant ring features a round brilliant 

cut central diamond nestled between two 

pear brilliants.

Isabel

This oval brilliant diamond shines in this 

beautiful halo setting and diamond 

set band.

https://classa.com.au/collections/class-a-collection/products/jessica
https://classa.com.au/collections/class-a-collection/products/jacinda
https://classa.com.au/collections/class-a-collection/products/bella
https://classa.com.au/collections/class-a-collection/products/monique


METALS
A  M AT T E R  O F  TA ST E

Choosing the metal to be used for your partner’s engagement ring is an 

important component. The most popular choices for engagement ring 

metals are white gold, yellow gold, rose gold and platinum. Platinum is 

the most hard wearing metal and requires the least amount of upkeep, 

whereas white gold needs to undergo the process of rhodium plating. 

This involves applying a thin layer of rhodium to the ring to increase 

shine, lustre and durability. Ideally, this should be done every 12-18 

months to keep the ring looking fresh and bright. 

One of the best ways to ensure you’re choosing a metal they’ll love, is to 

take note of other jewellery your partner already wears. 



I C E  I C E  B A BY

D I A M O N D  Q U A L I T Y

CO LO U R

DIAMONDS
It’s no surprise that diamonds are the most popular choice of stone for an 

engagement ring, due to their value, scarcity and stunning brilliance. When 

on the hunt for the perfect diamond, be sure to consider the following:

You might have heard about the infamous ‘4Cs’ - Colour, Clarity, Cut and 

Carat weight. These important characteristics determine the quality of a 

diamond and ultimately the price you’ll pay. The 4Cs were developed by 

the Gemological Institute of America (GIA) and are used by jewellers and 

gemmologists worldwide as a way of describing and comparing 

diamond characteristics. See details below or refer to our Education page 

here for further details. 

The colour of a diamond in fact refers to the lack thereof. The degree 

of colour in a diamond is measured using the GIA colour-grading system 

which ranges from D (colourless) through to Z (light colour). The less co-

lour a diamond has, the higher its value.

Image source: Gemological Institute of America Inc. www.gia.edu

https://classa.com.au/pages/the-4cs-of-diamonds


Cut refers to the arrangement of a stone’s facets and how they interact with 

light to give visual brilliance. For this reason, cut is considered the most im-

portant characteristic of a diamond. Quite often, diamond shape is confused 

with cut, however, shape actually refers to the outline of the stone. 

Clarity refers to the number of natural imperfections present in the 

diamond – ‘inclusions’ (internal) and ‘blemishes’ (external). Many inclusions 

and blemishes are only visible under 10x magnification and cannot be seen 

with an untrained, naked eye. Diamonds with little to no imperfections are 

the most valuable as they are extremely rare. 

Carat refers to the weight of the diamond, not the size. One carat equals 

200 milligrams. As larger diamonds are harder to come by, the price of a 

diamond increases as the carat weight increases. However, it is important 

to note that carat weight alone does not determine price as colour, clarity 

and cut are also important determining factors.

D I A M O N D  S H A P E

Choosing the diamond shape for an engagement ring will come down to 

personal taste and budget. The round shape is the most popular due to its 

timeless appeal, however due to its popularity it is also a more 

expensive shape. Below are some popular diamond shapes to consider.

C L A R I T Y

C U T

C A R AT

Image source: Gemological Institute of America Inc. www.gia.edu

Image source: JSM International



ALTERNATIVES
T H E  O N LY  R U L E  I S ,  T H E R E  A R E  N O  R U L E S

Alternative ring styles for a modern bride have become increasingly pop-

ular as tastes, budgets and trends change. Below, we break down some 

unique ways to approach your purchase of an engagement ring. 

Image source: Matthew Kroker Photography



Laboratory Grown Diamonds: As the name suggests, laboratory diamonds 

are grown by scientists in a lab. They are still chemically, physically and 

optically identical to a mined diamond.  The main difference between the 

two is price point, with lab-diamonds costing roughly 30% less than their 

natural counterparts. 

Moissanites: Found in nature, the moissanite stone is very similar to a 

diamond. Due to its rarity, moissanite today is created in a laboratory to 

mimic the look of a diamond. It has a colourless appearance and is ex-

tremely durable, making them perfect for every day wear. The biggest 

benefit of a moissanite is that they are extremely cost effective, being 

significantly cheaper than a comparative diamond.

For those seeking an environmentally friendly and cost-effective 

alternative to a diamond, these are great options:

You know how the saying goes - “Diamonds are a girl’s best friend”, but 

this may not always be the case. Gemstone alternatives can be a cost 

effective option and allow for an engagement ring that’s unique, so don’t 

rule them out. Popular coloured gemstones include Sapphire, Morganite, 

Aquamarine and Ruby. 

CO LO U R E D  G E M STO N E S

D I A M O N D  A LT E R N AT I V E S



This might not be for everyone, but a remodelled ring combines pieces 

of jewellery you may already own, into an engagement ring designed by 

you! This option might allow you to make some significant savings or even 

include a sentimental element (such as incorporating the diamond from  

Grandma’s ring) into this special piece. 

If you’re feeling the heat, you are not alone! Many couples in this day 

and age prefer to design their engagement ring together to alleviate any 

added pressure. If you’re still after that element of surprise, a Proposal 

Ring is the perfect way to pop the question, with the promise to create 

that dream engagement ring together. You can view our range of Proposal 

Rings (and a cheeky special offer) here.

R E M O D E L L I N G

P RO P O S A L  R I N G S

https://classa.com.au/collections/engagement-rings-proposal-rings


RING SIZE

FIND A RING THEY OWN 

Try to find one that they 

wear on their right ring fin-

ger (next to the pinky), as 

this will likely be the clos-

est fit. TIP: It’s important 

to note that if their dom-

inant hand is their right, 

their left ring finger may 

be up to a size smaller.

PHONE A FRIEND 

Assign them to a mission. 

A close friend or fami-

ly member may be able 

to discreetly ask or even 

borrow one of their rings 

without them knowing to 

measure!

BUY A SOLO DIAMOND

Purchase a single diamond 

or stone to propose with, 

then come and see us to 

design the ring together. 

This way, you still have the 

element of surprise, with 

the added sentimentality 

of coming up with a design 

together.

Before you go rummaging around for the tape measure while they sleep, 

it’s important to have an idea of the way rings are measured and the 

different scales that can be used.

At Class A Jewellers we use AU sizing. Australian sizing uses an alphabeti-

cal scale, whereas US sizing is numerical. Both of these scales correspond 

to the ring’s inner diameter and/or circumference. 

Our ring size conversion and measurement chart can be found here.

https://classa.com.au/pages/ring-size-conversion-chart


HERE TO HELP
It’s normal to still have questions, so please don’t hesitate to pop into the 

store, send an e-mail or give us a call so one of our friendly team mem-

bers can assist you. Alternatively, schedule an appointment with one of 

our engagement ring experts here. We might have an existing style that 

suits your needs or our craftsmen can create a custom ring of your (and 

your partner’s) dreams!

08 8344 7722 

jewellery@classa.com.au

40 North East Road, Walkerville SA 5081

https://classa.com.au/pages/schedule-an-appointment
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