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Geared Up

GEARED UP 
READY FOR 
RIDING SEASON
by MIKE DEME, ALEX STRICKLAND,     
AND ALISON RILEY

zip magic bullets. The Florida-based 
company’s subtle style and high-quality 
materials provide a more wallet-friend-
ly, domestic answer to Rapha’s high-
style cyclewear and it’s European coffee 
shop flair.

The Maastricht is a lightweight poly 
mesh designed to provide the “protec-
tion of long sleeves but the comfort of 
short sleeves.” A tough needle to thread, 
but the Maastricht proved itself to be a 
go-to jersey alone or as a base layer de-
pending on temperatures from the low 
30s all the way up into the mid-70s (the 
max a Montana spring was willing to 
serve up for testing). The fit is athletic 
but not racy and the two rear pockets 
were smartly sized to accommodate 
another layer or shell. Plus, a zippered 
smartphone pocket made retrieving a 

phone for a picture quick and contor-
tion-less.

The heavier weight Edam comes 
with the same subdued styling — even 
in the eye-catching “royal orange” ver-
sion — but mixes in merino wool with 
polyester to help manage moisture, 
odor, and temperature. I wore the Edam 
alone and with both short and long-
sleeved jerseys under it and found the 
fit to be perfect in any application. Plus, 
the thicker fabric and slightly roomier 
cut than it’s lighter weight cousin made 
for a look that worked well sidled up 
the bar with little more than the reflec-
tive stripe and pockets to give away its 
intended purpose. 

All Road Holland jerseys feature 
thoughtful features like reflective pip-
ing and the aforementioned zippered 

being introduced at Interbike last year, 
the helmet has received rave reviews 
for its design and safety features. 

First off, it doesn’t look like anything 
else on the market, throwing a decid-
edly Storm Trooper-y vibe — especially 
in white. But that initially odd look is 
quickly forgotten when it becomes clear 
that the unusual gaps and divisions 
on the helmet’s shell provide venting 
like none other. That’s thanks to a 
technology Smith calls Koroyd, which 
looks like so many plastic drinking 
straws carefully packed into tight rows. 
Those polymer tubes allow for excel-
lent breathability since they’re mostly 
hollow, but also, according to Smith, 
provide a unique method of energy 
absorption in the event of a crash. 

Coverage is excellent as the  
Forefront takes its cues from the new 
wave of “all-mountain”-style lids that 
extend lower on the back of riders’ 
heads than more traditional mountain 
or road helmets. That extra protec-
tion comes at little cost to comfort or 
breathability and could be a differ-
ence-maker in a singletrack tumble. 

Reviewing a helmet’s fit is never easy 
since a certain type of head shape can 
effectively take an entire manufactur-
er out of the running (for instance, I 
can’t find a comfortable Bell helmet 
to save my life, but sister brand Giro 
fits quite well). But with that said, the 
Smith Forefront is quite simply the 
most comfortable helmet I’ve ever put 
on. Period. The company’s VaporFit 
ratcheting adjustment system is similar 
to most other major manufacturers and 
was trouble-free out of the box. My one 
quibble is that the chin strap around 
my ears has been difficult to dial in. 
Whether that’s due to the position of 
the strap where it’s attached to the hel-
met, user error, or Dumbo-esque ears 
I don’t know, but it’s been only a minor 
annoyance. The helmet’s minimal pad-
ding inside is well-placed and features 
X-Static antimicrobial fibers to keep 
odor at bay. I also found the horizontal-
ly oriented front pad to be effective at 

limiting sweat dripping down into my 
eyes during hot rides.

The helmet features an adjustable 
and removable visor and goggle reten-
tion system with enduro racers in mind, 
but for the cyclotourist a thoughtful 
addition is a mount built into the top of 
the helmet for a light or POV camera to 
record your trip. –AS

OUTDOOR RESEARCH DRY 
DOWN BACKPACKER’S KIT 
($59, outdoorresearch.com/en/
backpackers-kit-dry-synth.html, 855-
967-8197)

When traveling by bike, I’m more 
comfortable if I know I’ve got the 
ability to keep some of my gear dry, 
especially my sleeping bag, mini pillow, 
and lightweight synthetic jacket. Two 
of the pieces in the OR Backpacker’s 
Kit will keep these items out of the 
rain. Both offer 10 liters of waterproof 
storage capacity and roll-top closures, 
but one is a compression sack (21.5 x 7 
inches) so you can stuff all of the items 
I just mentioned into one sack. So what 
would you need the other one (17 x 7 
inches) for? Beats me. That’s up to you, 
but it’s nice to know that you can line 
a non-waterproof pannier with it in 
case you decide you’d like to keep some 
other items dry as well. The third piece 
OR calls a ditty sack and it’s 11.25 x 4.75 
inches, mesh, and can potentially act 
as a drier on hot days or simply to store 
like items together.  

If you’re in need of some lightweight 
dry bags, this kit from OR is a very good 
value. –MD

BUSHNELL SOLARWRAP MINI 
($90, bushnell.com/all-products/
outdoor-technology/powersync/
solarwrap-mini, 800-423-3537)

These days, many traveling cyclists 
need backup power for their personal 
devices, be it a handheld computer, 
GPS unit, or any other device that 
makes staying on the road or trail more 
efficient and effective. Carrying the 
SolarWrap Mini is as close as there is to 

ROAD HOLLAND EDAM AND 
MAASTRICHT JERSEYS ($150/$130, 
roadholland.com)

There aren’t a lot of pieces that are 
worth throwing in the bag any day of 
the year in Montana’s “if you don’t like 
it, wait five minutes” weather. But after 
a few months with two long sleeve 
jerseys from U.S. manufacturer Road 
Holland, I might’ve found a pair of full-

smartphone pocket while managing 
to retain a certain je ne sais quois that 
doesn’t scream “cyclist” when transi-
tioning from saddle to office chair or 
barstool. Plus, everything is made in 
the U.S. and while quickly growing, the 
company’s small size means you’re like-
ly to receive top notch customer service 
from one of the owners themselves 
should the need arise. –AS

SMITH OPTICS FOREFRONT 
HELMET ($200, smithoptics.com, 
888-206-2995)

For a company that had never 
ventured into bike helmets before, the 
Forefront helmet from Smith Optics is a 
bit like hitting a home run the first time 
you ever saw a baseball. With a shelf 
full of awards already amassed since 


