
Helmet Hook and Helmet Caddy
Solutions for “The Dropsies”

By Ron Davis #111820

WHAT DO YOU DO WITH YOUR HELMET 
when you get off your bike? My usual tech-
nique has been to carefully balance it on the 
saddle, then, while reaching for my keys, 
nudge the bike just enough to knock the 
helmet to the pavement, sending it bounc-

ing down the driveway, into the street, off 
the edge of an embankment, into a river, 
etc. Granted, compromising your helmet’s 
protective qualities by dropping it may, in 
the event of a future lay-down, help you get 
that generous concussion compensation 

from the NFL (if, of course, you 
have indeed played for the NFL 
sometime), and those scratches 
in the clearcoat and across face 
shield may impress your bud-
dies, but let’s face it, quality hel-
mets are expensive, and replacing 
them before their five year shelf 
life expires may be a little hard to 
explain to whomever shares your 
checkbook.

But, lucky for all of us klutzes, 
there are a slew of products 
around designed to help riders 
get the most out of their helmets, 
and they’re pretty inexpensive. 

For instance, “The Helmet Hook” ($15.95) 
is a clever little farkle that can be used on 
practically any motorcycle or ATV. Installa-
tion took me all of a minute, unscrewing 
the left bar end weight, threading its bolt 
through the Helmet Hook, and then zip-
ping the bolt and weight back on. Embed-
ded in the Helmet Hook’s tough ABS plastic 
is a steel washer that can be popped out for 
larger diameter fasteners or drilled out to 
an exact size. A one-quarter inch hole 
countersunk in the hook section can also be 
used for a small padlock available as an 
accessory if you have to leave your bike out 
of sight. 

Besides never having to worry about 
dropping your helmet again, using the Hel-
met Hook prevents damaging the interior 
of your helmet by perching it on a mirror or 
bar end, which, incidentally, can void your 
helmet’s warranty. I found the Helmet Hook 
was also handy for holding a plastic grocery 

The Helmet Hook is an easily installed 
and economical solution to the 
problem of helmet drops. 

A small padlock can be threaded through holes in the Helmet 
Hook to secure a helmet by its D-rings when your bike has to be 
left unattended.

Helmet Hooks, made of ABS plastic and a metal 
washer, can be used on almost all motorcycles 
and ATV’s and are guaranteed for a life. 
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Helmet Caddys are an economical way to prevent helmets from wandering off. 

Besides being offered in a variety of high-vis 
colors, Helmet Caddys are made from 900 lb. 
breaking strength galvanized cable and 
completely coated with vinyl to prevent 
scratches to a bike’s bodywork. 

Helmet and Jacket Caddys roll into a tight 
bundle for storage. 

bag while I got geared 
up, and provided a con-
venient place to hook a 
disc lock reminder 
cable or the wire from a 
trickle charger. 
Whether hanging a hel-
met from its D-rings or 
the strap itself, The 
Helmet Hook did keep 
my helmet a few inches 
away from my bike’s 
bodywork, and it did 
not interfere with steer-
ing lock. The manufac-
turer indicates Helmet 
Hooks should always 
be installed on the 
clutch side of a bike so 
as to not to bind against 
a throttle grip, and, 
obviously leaving 
something hanging 
from a Helmet Hook 
while underway would 
be a big, big mistake. 
Purchasing information on Helmet Hooks 
and a gallery of photos can be found at 
TheHelmetHook.com 

Another economical solution for secur-
ing your helmet is something called “The 
Helmet Caddy.” There’s nothing really inge-
nious about the Helmet Caddy; it’s just two 
feet of vinyl coated cable with loops at both 
ends for a padlock, but the quality, con-
struction, and appearance of the Helmet 
Caddy are really what sets it apart from a 
simple bike cable or something riders could 
fashion themselves. The cable itself is made 
from 900 lb. breaking strength, galvanized 
steel. Completely closing the jaws of my 
trusty bolt cutter merely squashed and 

crimped the cable; cutting through it would 
take effort, not to mention time, a thief ’s 
biggest enemy. The coated cable is very 
flexible, so it can be wound up into a tight 
little bundle and stored easily in a tank bag, 
and each loop end is secured with a crimped 
aluminum ferrule covered with heat shrink 
material to prevent scratching a bike’s fin-
ish. Helmet Caddys are also offered in a 
variety of hi-vis colors which shout to pass-
ers-by that your helmet isn’t going 
anywhere.

The maker of the Helmet Caddy also 
offers a “Jacket Caddy,” just a five foot ver-
sion that can be threaded through the 
sleeves of a riding jacket and locked to the 

bike. Custom-sized cables for a variety of 
uses that demand more length are also 
available. Photos and more information 
about The Helmet Caddy ($3.00) and the 
Jacket Caddy ($5.00) can be found at http://
moto-kafe.smugmug.com/Jacket-Helmet-
Caddys/, and they can be ordered by email-
ing Moto-Kafe@bellsouth.net. 
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