


The Silhouette cutting machines can be used with lots of different tools - everything from 
blades to sketch pens to engravers. 

When it comes to which tool is best - it all comes down to the type of material you're 
cutting, the design, and the Silhouette machine you're using.  Personal preference also 
comes into play! 

So here's the lowdown on the Silhouette blades and tips that you can use with the die 
cutting machine.  

Silhouette AutoBlade 
Compatible with: Silhouette CAMEO 3 (left carriage only), Portrait 2 

The Silhouette Autoblade is an automatically 
adjusting blade which changes its blade depth 
based on the material type selected in Silhouette 
Studio. It can only be used in the Silhouette 
CAMEO 3 and the Portrait 2 cutting machines.

If you are using the Autoblade in your CAMEO 
3 it's important to make sure it's loaded into the 
blade carriage correctly to ensure it cuts. There 
should not be any gaps between the blade and the 
carriage holder itself. 
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The Autoblade can only be used in the left carriage in the Silhouette CAMEO 3. The 
grooves on the back of the Automatic Blade should line up with the grooves on the left/
red carriage on the CAMEO 3. Press the blade completely down and then lock it into 
place by pressing the tab all the way in.  

Silhouette Ratchet Blade 
Compatible with: Silhouette CAMEO 3, CAMEO 2, CAMEO 1, Portrait 1, Portrait 2, 

Curio 
 
The standard black Silhouette Ratchet 
Blade can be used to cut a splice in any of 
the CAMEO machines, the Portrait and the 
Curio.  

To adjust the Silhouette ratchet blade 
between a depth of 1-10 (10 being the 
deepest cut for thicker materials), use the 
gray ratchet that came with the blade or the 
built in ratchet on the actual Silhouette 
machine. Just insert the tip of the blade 

and twist. When inserted into the machine, the fin on the blade's housing should be 
pointing to 6 o’clock. 

With the exception of fabric, the ratchet blade is used to cut all materials, ranging from 
paper to vinyl to stencil material, etc in the CAMEO and Portrait. It is used on the same 
materials in the CURIO.  



Using a Ratchet Blade in a CAMEO 3 

The default tool for the Silhouette CAMEO 3 is the Autoblade in Silhouette Studio. For 
this reason, when using the Ratchet Blade be sure to change the tool type to Ratchet 
Blade on the Send panel.  

Based on the material 
selected, the recommended 
cut settings will display in 
the Send panel. Since the 
Ratchet Blade does not 
automatically adjust the 
blade depth, be sure to 
manually adjust the blade 
using the built in ratchet on 
the front of the machine.  

Finally, when using the 
Ratchet Blade in the 
CAMEO 3, the blade can go 
in either tool holder.  
However, if the blade is 

placed the right/blue carriage, be sure to adjust the tool to Tool 2 in the Send panel, as 
well.  

Silhouette Fabric Blade 
Compatible with: Silhouette CAMEO 3, CAMEO 2, CAMEO 1, Portrait 1, Portrait 2, 

Curio 

The blue Silhouette Fabric Blade can be used to cut 
fabric in any of the CAMEO models, the Portrait 
and the Curio. 

To adjust the blade, use the gray ratchet that came 
with the blade or the built in ratchet on the actual 
Silhouette machine. Just insert the tip of the blade 
and twist.  When inserted and locked into the 
machine, the fin on the blade's housing should be 
pointing to 6 o’clock. 

The blue fabric blade should only be used to cut 
fabric. The fabric blade is exactly the same as the 
black ratchet blade with the exception of the casing. 

http://shrsl.com/143ji


It is simply in a blue housing so it can be easily distinguished and used exclusively for 
fabric. 
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CB09 Blade  
Compatible with: Silhouette CAMEO 3, CAMEO 2, CAMEO 1, Portrait 1, Portrait 2, 

Curio 

The CB09 Blade or Graphtec blade is an 
off-brand blade that can be used with the 
Silhouette machines.  It does not slide into 
the housing compartment very easily so 
make sure you check out this Silhouette 
School tutorial and demo on how to use 
the CB09 blade with Silhouette CAMEO. 

The CB09 is very different from the 
Silhouette-brand blades in that it needs to 
be assembled and the actual blade can be 
switched out and replaced.  You must buy 

the housing and the blades in order to use it. 

http://amzn.to/1XmOLj3
http://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com/2015/10/how-and-why-to-use-graphtec-cb09-blade.html
http://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com/2015/10/how-and-why-to-use-graphtec-cb09-blade.html


The blades themselves are actually three different angles and are different than the ratchet 
blades so they splice through the vinyl 
at a different angle making it much 
easier to cut intricate cuts.  I much 
prefer this blade for vinyl especially. 

The one drawback is that there are no 
markings on the blade so there is 
definitely some trial and error when it 
comes to getting the blade the right 
depth. Once you find the perfect blade 
depth, my suggestion would be NOT 
to adjust it at all and keep this blade 
exclusive for vinyl. 

Silhouette Sketch Pens 
Compatible with: Silhouette CAMEO 3, CAMEO 2, CAMEO 1, Portrait 1, Portrait 2, 

Curio 

The Silhouette Sketch pens come in a variety of colors. They fit in the blade housing on 
all of the CAMEO machines, the Portrait, and the Curio. 

http://amzn.to/1RaWwl1


 
The sketch pens will draw just like the cutting 
blade cuts - an outline.  

To 'color in' a sketched design, additional steps 
are needed. Check out this Silhouette School 
tutorial on filling in sketched designs for details. 

Silhouette Deep Cut Blade 
Compatible with: Silhouette CAMEO 3, CAMEO 2, CAMEO 1, Portrait 1, Portrait 2, 

Curio 

The Silhouette Deep Cut Blade, according to the 
manufacturer, should be used with the Silhouette 
Curio. However, I have used it in all of my cutting 
machines - including the CAMEOs and Portrait. 
Please note using it against manufacturer 
recommendations may void your warranty. 

The Deep Cut Blade has two rows of numbers to 
adjust the blade depth from 1-20.  The blade can be 
adjusted using your hand - so no ratchet is necessary.  
If any part of the blue is exposed on the tip of the 
blade, that indicates the line is matching up with the 
blue row of numbers. 
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http://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com/2014/05/4-ways-to-fill-fonts-with-sketch-pens.html
http://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com/2014/05/4-ways-to-fill-fonts-with-sketch-pens.html
http://shrsl.com/143jp


There is no fin on the Deep Cut Blade so it does not matter how the blade is inserted and 
locked into the machine. 

Check out this tutorial on Silhouette School Blog for a full Deep Cut Blade review and 
cut settings for the deep cut blade for felt, craft foam, burlap, and more 

Silhouette  Premium Blade  
Compatible with: Silhouette CAMEO 3, CAMEO 2, CAMEO 1, Portrait 1, Portrait 2, 

Curio 
 

The Silhouette Premium Blade can be used to 
cut materials with any of the CAMEO machines, 
the Portrait and the Curio.  The Premium blade is 
made of a material that lasts up to 3x longer than 
a standard Silhouette ratchet blade. 

To adjust the blade between a depth of 1-10 (10 
being the deepest cut for thicker materials), turn 
the tip of the blade with your hand. 

There is no fin on the Premium Blade so it does 
not matter how the blade is inserted and locked into the machine. 

Silhouette CURIO Stippling/Etching Tip  
Compatible with: Silhouette Curio 

The transparent blue Stippling/Etching Tip is 
for use in the Silhouette Curio. The blade 
depth does not need to be, nor can it be, 
adjusted. 

There is also no fin on the blade. Simply place 
it into one of the two housing compartments 
on the Silhouette Curio and lock it into place. 

When the stippling tool is selected in 
Silhouette Studio, the tip will perform an up 

and down motion producing a dot-like pattern. 
When the etching tool is selected, the tip will drag along the material producing an etch. 

Like the Silhouette Sketch pens, it does not 'fill' in the design unless specially instructed 

http://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com/2015/12/silhouette-deep-cut-blade-review-and.html
http://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com/2015/12/silhouette-deep-cut-blade-review-and.html
http://shrsl.com/143jt
http://shrsl.com/143jx


to do so by the user in Silhouette Studio. 

Silhouette CURIO Embossing Wide Tip 
Compatible with: Silhouette Curio 

 
The transparent black Wide Embossing Tip 
is for use in the Silhouette Curio machine. 
The blade depth does not need to be, nor 
can it be, adjusted. 

There is also no fin on the blade. Simply 
place it into one of the two housing 
compartments on the Silhouette Curio and 
lock it into place. 

To produce a better emboss, score first with 
the ratchet blade on a 0. 

Silhouette CURIO Fine Embossing Tip 
Compatible with: Silhouette Curio 

 
The transparent white Fine Embossing 
Tip is for use in the Silhouette Curio 
machine. The blade depth does not need 
to be, nor can it be, adjusted.  

There is also no fin on the blade. Simply 
place it into one of the two housing 
compartments on the Silhouette Curio 
and lock it into place. 

To produce a better emboss, score first 
with the ratchet blade on a 0. 

http://shrsl.com/143k0
http://shrsl.com/143k1


Amy Chomas Etching/Engraving Tip  

The Amy Chomas Etching and Engraving Tip can be used in the CAMEO, CURIO, and 
Portrait machines. Simply slide the engraving tip into the blade housing and lock it into 
place.  
 
While the blade etches and 
engraves well the biggest drawback 
comes from the lack of download 
force provided from the Silhouette 
machine therefore a deep/dark etch 
or engraving is extremely difficult 
to achieve. 

Amy Chomas Pen Holder 
Compatible with: Silhouette CAMEO 3, CAMEO 2, CAMEO 1, Portrait 1, Portrait 2, 

Curio 

The Amy Chomas Pen Holder is an off-brand attachment that can be slipped into the 
blade housing on the CAMEO machines, 
Portrait or Curio. Before placing it into the 
Silhouette machine, slide a pen into the 
holder and tighten the black screw to 
secure the pen. 

Place the entire holder with pen into the 
Silhouette blade housing. You may need to 
adjust the pen height. It is at the correct 
height when a popsicle stick can be slid 
between the tip of the pen and the paper 
base of the machine. 

Amy Chomas Marker Holder 
Compatible with: Silhouette CAMEO 3, CAMEO 2, CAMEO 1, Portrait 1, Portrait 2, 

Curio 

The Amy Chomas Marker Holder is an off-brand attachment that can be slipped into the 

http://amzn.to/1Vb4iCx
http://amzn.to/1WFeaWc
http://amzn.to/1qwnH40


blade housing on the CAMEO, Portrait or Curio. Before placing it into the Silhouette 
machine, slide a marker into the holder and tighten the black screw to secure the pen. 

Place the entire holder with marker into the Silhouette blade housing. You may need to 
adjust the marker height. It is at the correct height when a popsicle stick can be slid 
between the tip of the marker and the paper base of the machine. 

 

Looking for more Silhouette tutorials, tips, reviews, project ideas and 
troubleshooting? Be sure to check out Silhouette School Blog! 
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www.silhouetteschoolblog.com

1200+ FREE Silhouette Tutorials to teach you everything 
there is to know about your Silhouette machine.  We 
suggest you start with the New? Start Here section

https://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com/p/new-start-here.html

http://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com
http://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com
https://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com/p/new-start-here.html
https://www.silhouetteschoolblog.com/p/new-start-here.html

