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Khirbet Qumran and Ain Feshkha
Excavations by Fr. Roland de Vaux

Edited by Jean-Baptiste Humbert Translated by David E. Orton

For 60 years Qumran research has been focused on epigraphy, exegesis, and the historical sources of the
Dead Sea Scrolls. The manuscripts are now published and accessible, and research is turning in a positive
way to the archaeology of the site and its context. The time has come to provide researchers with a
complete documentation. The excavator, Roland de Vaux, had given preliminary reports and a valuable
interpretation made in the immediate aftermath of the excavations. Since considerable progress has been
made in the archeology of Hellenistic and Roman Palestine, however, Qumran has to be reassessed and
the interpretation objectively verified. Volume IIIA presents an up-to-date archaeological reconsideration:
a shorter and more precise chronology, in which the earthquake of 31 BC is deleted; the concept of an
Essene community is challenged, owing to the lack of a suitable infrastructure; the cemetery itself is
connected with a Jewish diaspora scattered around the Dead Sea. Other facilities strengthen the Jewish
character of the site, however. The function of Qumran fits better with the rites of a pilgrimage on the
occasion of the festivals of Passover and Pentecost. In the second part, the peripheral Essene facilities,
expanded around an earlier Hellenistic center, are analyzed and described. The essay seeks to outline
their internal consistency and to determine their function. The restoration of a stratigraphy, by cross-
checking the excavation archives, leads to a redistribution of pottery in four levels in a more precise
chronology. The reconsideration makes use of anthropology, which opens up the archaeological field and
throws additional light on the manuscripts.
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Tracing Old Norse Cosmology
The world tree, middle earth and the sun in archaeological perspectives

Anders Andren

The study of Old Norse religion is a truly multidisciplinary and international field of research. The rituals,
myths, and narratives of pre-Christian Scandinavia have been studied and interpreted in detail by a vast
number of scholars. They have long relied on the rich and varied Christian Icelandic literature from the
Middle Ages, but a growing body of material culture from pagan Scandinavia has recently started to have
an impact on current research.

In Tracing Old Norse Cosmology, Anders Andrén argues that the fundamental ideas of an ordered universe
and notions of time and space in Old Norse religion can be studied in a dialogue between archaeology and
the Icelandic narrative tradition. Ideas about the world tree, middle earth, and the sun can be traced in
images and material culture from different parts of Scandinavian prehistory.

By combining these prehistoric representations with the later written record, Andrén offers a long view on
Old Norse cosmology, including the periods of fundamental change. This fascinating and nuanced study is
essential reading for all researchers in the field—archaeologists, art historians, and scholars of literature
and religion—as well as anyone with an interest in Old Norse history.
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Characterization of Archaeological Materials by the Use of Light

Edited by Dorota Bartusik-Aebisher

In this book Characterization of Archaeological Materials by the Use of Light the authors tried to
demonstrate the high degree of technology used in laser scanning for archaeological sites. The data
collection and review were obtained thanks to the conscious, proprietary data processing and individual
knowledge of lidar products, by using the developed especially for archaeological analytical tools,
visualization methods data and algorithms processing the point cloud, numerical models and their
derivatives. The authors form an interdisciplinary team, they are both archaeologists and laser physicists.
This book has four chapters titled: Aerial Laser Scanning, Laser in the conservation of archaeological
monuments, Laser analysis of the chemical composition of ceramics and Laser applications to study various
solid materials. We presents Airborne Laser Scanning (ALS) such as an advanced method of archaeological
prospection. In the last few years an increasing number of applications of Light Detection and Ranging
(LiDAR) data within World archaeology was noticed. At the same time, ALS is an extremely useful method
for conservation purposes. On the other hand, carrying out successive measurements allows for monitoring
of facilities, sites and landscapes over time.

Along with the growing interest in the method and the growing number of its applications in archeology,
it is worth paying attention to the efficiency of using the ALS and LIDAR.
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Archeological Investigations

Edited by Gerard Fowke

Archeological Investigations by Gerard Fowke explores the geological structure of caves and examines the
life of the “cave-dwellers”. Certain conditions are to be taken into account in deciding whether a cave
afforded a desirable permanent shelter to primitive man. It should be accessible; the floor should be dry,
at least fairly level, and sufficiently free from large rocks to allow the inmates to move about freely; the
entrance should be large enough to permit free passage and to light the interior to a distance that would
insure protection from the elements.
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The Circulation of Elite Longquan Celadon Ceramics from China to Japan
An Interdisciplinary and Cross-Cultural Study

Meili Yang

Chinese Longquan (龍泉) celadon, a type of green-glazed ceramic, is one of the most famous branded and
trade products, particularly during the 13th and 14th centuries. Its archaeological and historical materials
possess multiple attributes with plentiful cultural information. The objective of the present book is to
vivify these materials and provide readers and researchers a broader perspective and additional
methodologies to review and gain a new and more profound understanding of Longquan celadon.

The first part of this book focuses on elite Longquan celadon in China's Southern Song (SS) (1127–1278) and
Yuan (1271–1368) periods and sets out to answer unresolved questions. How did Longquan potters elevate
their products' artistic quality from regional and popular acclaim to elite art, and create their products'
brand and successful marketing? What was the ceramic's technological particularity that brought about its
achievement as the commercial version of SS Guan (Imperial) ware? Why did its style change, and why did
the production center shift after the end of the Southern Song period? In addressing these issues, the
author explores the contemporary social atmosphere and local ecological environment. The second part
focuses on elite Longquan celadon products as imports in medieval Japan. Beginning with the late
Kamakura period (1192–1333) via the Muromachi shogunate (1392–1573) to the Edo (1603–1868) periods –
an extensive time span – elite Longquan celadon ware circulated widely within elite class communities and
Zen temples.

December 2020 - 240 pages
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The Rise of Man in the Gardens of Sumeria
A Biography of L. A. Waddell

Christine Preston

In the Medieval Ages, there existed an oral tradition that already circulated in the British Isles and
Scandinavia before the Christian era. It was the origin of the Arthurian legends as the latter was re-written
in the 12th century. Many parchments existed after it was put in writing but they were destroyed by
Christian missionaries between the 6th and 8th centuries AD. One that belonged to people who journeyed
to Iceland was rediscovered in 1643. It is called “Codex Regius” and scholars have named it the “Elder
Edda”, to distinguish it from Snorri Sturluson’s prose Edda. L. A. Waddell theorised that the sibyls who
recited this tradition in the Medieval Ages had forgotten that the stories of this tradition were about the
creation of civilization in Cappadocia, and had originated from the land that is now suspected to have
been the cradle of the Sumerian civilization and the “Garden of Eden” of Genesis, as it is where the oldest
temple in the world (that is presently excavated at Göbekli Tepe, near Urfa in Turkey) has been discovered.
Waddell contended that the fort at Boghazkoy (Hattusha) had been built by Aryan architects of the first
civilization who eradicated a Serpent-Dragon cult in this region c. 3,000 BC, and that King Arthur (who, on
the basis of the Arthurian legends, is associated with idealist concepts of civilization) was the Her-Thor of
the Codex and Scandinavian mythology. The tradition could have been brought to Europe by Phoenicians
in 2,400 BC or Trojan Greeks of Hittite origin in 1,000 BC on the basis of Geoffrey of Monmouth records
about the kings of Britain.
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A Land in Between
The Orontes Valley in the Early Urban Age

Edited by Melissa Kennedy

The Orontes Valley in western Syria is a land ‘in between’, positioned between the small trading centres
of the coast and the huge urban agglomerations of the Euphrates Valley and the Syro-Mesopotamian plains
beyond. As such, it provides a critical missing link in our understanding of the archaeology of this region
in the early urban age.

A Land in Between documents the material culture and socio-political relationships of the Orontes Valley
and its neighbours from the fourth through to the second millennium BCE. The authors demonstrate that
the valley was an important conduit for the exchange of knowledge and goods that fuelled the first urban
age in western Syria. This lays the foundation for a comparative perspective, providing a clearer
understanding of key differences between the Orontes region and its neighbours, and insights into how
patterns of material and political association changed over time.

December 2020 - 276 pages
PB (9781743327180) £61.99
Publisher: Sydney University Press
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A Land in Between PB 9781743327180 £ 61.99

Archeological Investigations HB 9781536189162 £203.99
Characterization of Archaeological Materials by
the Use of Light PB 9781536193435 £ 84.99

Khirbet Qumran and Ain Feshkha HB 9783525570906 £318.99
The Circulation of Elite Longquan Celadon
Ceramics from China to Japan PB 9781789760736 £ 50.00

The Rise of Man in the Gardens of Sumeria PB 9781789760644 £ 25.00

Tracing Old Norse Cosmology PB 9789188909619 £ 39.95
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