
Toxic air fact-file: Greater Manchester
Across Greater Manchester’s 10 local authorities there are unsafe and illegal levels of air pollution,  
and the area has some of the worst lung disease outcomes in England. 

1.6 million life years lost 
King’s College London estimate that 1.6 million life years could be lost in Greater Manchester in the coming 
century due to its poisonous air.i  

1,200 early deaths a year linked to dirty air 
It’s estimated the equivalent of 1,200 early deaths every year in Greater Manchester can be linked to air pollution 
exposure.ii  

152 stretches of road breaching legal limits beyond 2020
Greater Manchester Combined Authority have identified 250 points on 152 stretches of road likely to have levels 
of nitrogen dioxide in breach of legal limits beyond 2020 if no action is taken. This includes busy stretches of 
roads in all ten local authority areas.iii 

£1 billion annual cost to the Greater Manchester economy
A King’s College London study found that air pollution is costing between £1 billion and £1.2 billion to the Greater 
Manchester economy with every single local authority area affected – a huge cost to the local economy.iv 

Cars are responsible for 80% of miles driven 
In 2016, cars were responsible for 10,696 million kilometres (driven on motorways, A and B roads) from a total of 
13,285 million kilometres driven by all vehicles – that works out at as 80%.viii 
 

Local authority Percentage of 
deaths (%) Local authority Percentage of 

deaths (%)
Salford 4.51 Bury 4.26

Manchester 4.47 Trafford 4.23

Tameside 4.40 Rochdale 4.19

Bolton 4.34 Stockport 4.19

Oldham 4.32 Wigan 4.10

Higher levels of lung disease than national average
According to British Lung Foundation research, people in parts of Greater Manchester are on average at higher 
relative risk of some lung diseases compared to the national average. For example, people in Oldham are 81% 
more likely to be admitted to hospital with asthma and 85% more likely to be admitted to hospital with COPD 
compared to the average.vi 

In 2015 around 163,000 people in Greater Manchester have asthma, and 58,000 have COPD.vii Many factors are 
behind these numbers, but air pollution is likely to have played a role.

The health burden is felt across all local areas
Public Health England estimate the following proportion of deaths can be linked to fine particulate  
matter exposure.v 



What progress has been made?
The Greater Manchester Combined Authority and the ten local authorities are taking a joint approach to tackling 
air pollution across the city region. They published their new air quality proposals in 2019. These proposals 
include a charging clean air zone across the whole area for many of the most polluting vehicles – but sadly they 
don’t include private cars. The timeline for implementation is also too slow and there are few plans to protect 
and engage vulnerable groups.ix 

Promising progress has been made on cycling and walking with new investment in infrastructure and 
promotion.x  Similarly, respiratory disease has been prioritised in Greater Manchester’s five-year health and social 
care plan. xi These plans are very welcome, but now they need to be properly integrated across the region to 
protect the most vulnerable from toxic air.   

What more needs to happen?
These plans need to go further and faster to protect everyone from the dangerous effects of air pollution.  
We want Greater Manchester Combined Authority to:

1)  Include private cars in their Clean Air Zone plans and set out more ambitious timescales. People cannot 
wait until 2024 for the dirty air they are breathing to be cleaned up. 

2)  Roll out a Clean Air for Children programme. Children are the most vulnerable to toxic air, so it’s essential 
that a region-wide programme is put in place to protect them. This should include audits of polluted schools 
and nurseries to identify which tailored solutions best solve local challenges.

3)  Set out a regional Healthy Air Strategy across health, environment, education, planning and transport 
teams. It should include ambitious measures to provide financial incentives for vulnerable people to upgrade 
their vehicles, to improve air pollution alerts and engagement with health care professionals.

You can read more in our response to Manchester’s consultation on blf.org.uk/policy.

Get in touch
To find out more about statistics and campaigns in your local area drop us an email at campaigns@blf.org
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