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• All applications should be made via the AUK-BLF Flexi-Grant portal, where applicants will 

require an AUK-BLF Flexi-Grant account. Please register here if you do not have an existing 

account with us.  

• Applicants are strongly advised to familiarise themselves with the Flexi-Grant portal in 

advance. We recommend that at least one other collaborator is also familiar with the system 

in case of unforeseen circumstances.  

• Applications must be approved by all signatories before submission. 

• Submissions after the deadline will not be accepted. Applicants are advised to submit in 
advance of the deadline to enable any technical issues to be resolved in good time. 
 

For any queries or assistance regarding this grant round, please contact research@asthma.org.uk 

or research@blf.org.uk. 
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Grants available for the ‘Mesothelioma’ funding call 

 

1. Clinical trial awards 

What  
Funding is available to support clinical trials in Mesothelioma, with a focus on 
new/existing molecules (either molecules that are not yet licenced for any 
indication or those that are already licenced for use in other indications). 
 

Who UK-based researchers from relevant disciplines  

 

Cost Up to £500K 

 

Duration Up to 4 years 

 

 

2. Early diagnosis Project grants 

 

What  
Funding is available to support research projects that seek to improve diagnosis of 
mesothelioma and/or support diagnosis earlier in the disease course, including 
discovery science that may underpin this aim. 
 

Who UK-based researchers from relevant disciplines  

 

Cost Up to £400K 

 

Duration Up to 3 years 

 

 

3. Pump-priming grants 

What  
Funding is available to support pilot/high risk research projects that seek to improve 
diagnosis of mesothelioma and/or support diagnosis earlier in the disease course, 
including discovery science that may underpin this aim. 
 

Who UK-based researchers from relevant disciplines  

 

Cost Up to £40K 

 

Duration Up to 18 months 

 

 

 

 



3 
 

General eligibility criteria for all award types 

 
Submission and review: 

• Each applicant must not submit more than one application as the Principal Investigator for 
each type of award. 

• The Research Review Panel (RRP) will not reconsider unrevised applications that have 
previously been rejected by the Panel under another funding round. 

• Applicants should not approach members of the RRP about their research application either 
before or after the decision on the applications. Applicants may seek advice on the application 
process from AUK-BLF’s Research Team before applications are submitted.  

• Once the application has been submitted, no additional unsolicited information intended to 
support the application will be accepted unless related to new legislative or regulatory 
changes that will have a significant impact on the work undertaken.  

• Applications will not be accepted from investigators (whether applicants, sponsors or 
collaborators) who have an overdue final report from a previous project funded by AUK-BLF 
at the time of submission (i.e. the deadline date). Applicants should consult with any sponsors 
and collaborators involved in their application to ensure that they have submitted their final 
reports; otherwise the application will be rejected. 

• Lay reviewers (non-scientists who are affected by a lung condition) will be involved in 
reviewing and scoring your application. These scores along with the scores given by the other 
reviewers will be used to rank your application, so it is imperative that you give sufficient 
attention to the ‘lay summary’ section of the online application form. The lay summary must 
be clear and understandable, and must not be just a lay translation of the ‘scientific abstract’ 
as it has an entirely different focus and should therefore include different information. The 
lay summary should be an overall summary of the project.  

• Please remember not to password protect any documents that are uploaded onto the system. 
 

Lead Applicants: 

• Lead applicants should be able to demonstrate evidence of a strong research record 
(including publications and successful grant applications) and should also display evidence 
of leadership. 

• The lead applicant and the proposed project must be based in the UK. Where applicants 
are on fixed term contracts, their contract must extend at least one year beyond the 
lifetime of the project or the host institution must demonstrate that it intends to award a 
permanent position at the end of the fixed term (evidence can be provided by way of a 
letter of support). 

• All lead applicants submitting an application must be willing and able to agree to the 
current Terms and Conditions if their application is successful. We will not enter into 
negotiations regarding the Terms and Conditions and reserve the right to amend these  in 
future years. 

• It is expected that the lead applicant and their Host institution co-operate with AUK-BLF 
on fundraising and publicity initiatives around the award and the research to be 
undertaken, always acknowledging the need for caution where wide publicity might 
confound the study (e.g. by affecting control groups). Wherever appropriate, researchers 
will be expected to acknowledge and promote the work of AUK-BLF (e.g. in scientific 
meetings, presentations to the media and other similar contexts). 
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Staff members: 

• Any individual whose salary, or proportion of salary, is going to be paid using the grant must 
be named as a staff member. This may include postdoctoral researchers, research technicians, 
PhD students, and so on. 

• If the staff member(s) who will be employed on the grant has not yet been recruited or is 
unknown at this stage, please provide the title of the position to be filled and which will be 
paid for by the grant (e.g. PhD student). However, information about specific individuals must 
be provided to AUK-BLF as soon as possible after the award letter is issued to indicate that the 
application has been successful (if applicable). 

• There is no limit to the number of staff members that can be involved in an application, 
provided their salary costs (or a portion thereof) can be accommodated within the awarded 
grant. 

 
Collaborators: 

• There is no limit to the number of collaborators that can be involved in an application, but for 
each collaborator there must be a signed declaration letter on official letter headed paper 
which confirms they have consented to co-operate in the programme of research. It should 
also outline their reasons for collaborating and explain their role in the project (which should 
correlate with the detailed proposal). Applicants must upload scanned letters from any 
collaborators to the online system. 

• Applications which involve collaborators but for which these support letters have not been 
uploaded to the system by the deadline date will not be accepted. If you have any trouble 
uploading these documents, you must get in touch with AUK-BLF’s Research Team ahead of 
the deadline. 

 

Institutions/Organisations: 

• Applications must come from UK-based institutions or organisations. Collaboration with 
overseas groups may be acceptable if the research is likely to show a clear benefit to people 
with lung disease in the UK and such collaboration is essential to the success of the project. 
However, this is not normal practice and applicants are encouraged to seek advice from the 
AUK-BLF Research Team on this issue before applications are submitted.  

• Academic institutions ‘hosting’ an application for the grant round must show support for the 
applicant through commitment to facilitate the research proposed (for example this may be 
through payment of indirect costs, or research costs such as consumables).  

• The ‘hosting’ institution is expected to take full responsibility for the management, monitoring 
and control of the research work, the staff working on the project and the dissemination of 
the results of the research. 

• The ‘hosting’ institution is required to own, manage and appropriately exploit all intellectual 
property (IP) rights arising from the award. The current Terms and Conditions contain further 
details regarding AUK-BLF’s position on IP. 

• All institutions ‘hosting’ an application for the grant round must be willing and able to agree 
to the current Terms and Conditions if their application is successful. There will be no flexibility 
on the clauses contained within them post-award, but AUK-BLF reserves the right to amend 
these terms and conditions in future years. 

 
Ethics: 

• AUK-BLF expects that before work commences on the research, the applicant has ensured, in 
collaboration with the host institution that all appropriate regulatory approvals are in place. 
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These could include those relating to human participation, radiation, genetic manipulation, 
stem cells, animals, embryos, ethics, personal safety and health and safety. 

• All applicants must inform AUK-BLF of any research involving the use of animals that are, and 
are not, protected under The Animals (Scientific Procedures) Act 1986. Ideally applicants 
should adopt procedures and techniques that avoid the use of animals, or if this is not 
possible, minimise the number of animals used to that consistent with achieving a valid result. 
Where research involves the use of protected animals and requires project and personal 
licences from the Home Office, AUK-BLF have a series of information requirements specified 
in the online application form which must be completed for the application to be accepted.  

• If your project involves the use of animals, AUK-BLF will require a scanned digital copy of the 
front sheet of the licence or licence number of the personal licence as confirmation before 
the project can commence. We will require confirmation of personal licences for all members 
of staff involved in the proposed animal research. 

• If your project requires approval from the National Research Ethics Service, a scanned digital 
copy of the Ethics Committee approval confirmation will be required before the project can 
commence. 

 
Finances: 

• AUK-BLF does not pay for the salary of the lead applicant as they are expected to hold a secure 
or tenured position, meaning that their relevant institution would pay their salary. If the 
applicants expect to employ staff to deliver the project, then the salaries for these staff 
members can be applied for. This may include postdoctoral researchers, research technicians, 
PhD students, and so on. 

• Any individual whose salary, or proportion of salary, is going to be paid using the grant must 
be entered as a staff member in the salaries section.  

• There is no limit to the number of staff members that can be included on an application, 
provided their salary costs can be accommodated within the award. 

• Staff costs should include any anticipated (and realistic) nationally agreed pay awards. 

• If funded, staff names and CVs will need to be provided to AUK-BLF for grant administration 
purposes. 

• AUK-BLF does not build inflation into contractual grant commitments and all costs expected 
to be claimed for must be quoted in the application. This should include inflation projections 
not in excess of the current market rate (which is typically a maximum of 3% but is much 
reduced at the present time). 

 

Funding information: 

• Once the final award amount has been agreed by AUK-BLF, this cannot, and will not, be 
amended at a later date. 

• AUK-BLF is reliant upon income from voluntary sources and funding will be subject to the 
availability of the necessary funds. 

• AUK-BLF will fund: 
o travel costs related to members of staff travelling between multi-centre research sites 

or for scheduled collaborator meetings relating to the project 
o animal research  
o PhD studentship fees and a stipend 
o any other directly incurred costs associated with the delivery of the research as 

outlined in the application form. These include the familiar direct costs of research 
such as staff (e.g. research assistant salaries), consumables and other costs directly 
attributable to the project, equipment, and animal costs. 

• AUK-BLF will not fund: 
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o research linked to tobacco industry funding 
o other costs (including but not limited to conference travel) associated with 

dissemination of research findings not associated with AUK-BLF funding 
o any directly allocated costs i.e. shared costs, based on estimates, which do not 

represent actual costs on a project-by-project basis. This would include estate costs 
and the costs of shared resources, such as staff and equipment. If justified, 
appropriately, AUK-BLF may consider contributing towards the cost of shared 
resources, but this would be considered on a case-by-case basis. Applicants are 
encouraged to seek advice from the AUK-BLF Research Team on this issue before 
applications are submitted. 

o any indirect costs necessary for underpinning research, but which cannot be allocated 
to individual projects (i.e. overheads or full cost recovery). These costs cover 
computing and information support, library costs, bench fees, living expenses, central 
services, general maintenance and other infrastructure costs. Indirect costs will be 
calculated separately by each Higher Education Institution, according to TRAC 
methodology. Please consult your host institution’s finance team for guidance on 
allocating these costs. 

o patient care, NHS Treatment or NHS Support costs associated with clinical research 
which are met through other sources of funding. Details can be found in the 
Department of Health’s AcoRD guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-attributing-the-costs-of-
health-and-social-care-research 

After the submission deadline AUK-BLF will not debate individual circumstances and applications not 
meeting general eligibility criteria will be rejected prior to review. 
 

For any queries or assistance regarding this grant round, please contact research@asthma.org.uk 

or research@blf.org.uk. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-attributing-the-costs-of-health-and-social-care-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-attributing-the-costs-of-health-and-social-care-research
mailto:research@asthma.org.uk
mailto:research@blf.org.uk

