
Glossary - Weaving for Knitters

Balanced weave, Even weave, Tabby - a weave structure where the warp and weft are in balance, 
for example, 10 epi and 10 ppi. It can be loose or dense, as long as the count is the same. 

Beam - both a noun and a verb. The loom has a front (cloth) beam where the finished weaving is                                        
wound. There is also a back (warp) beam where the warp is wound ready to be woven. Beaming is 
the action of winding the warp onto the warp beam. “Can you help me beam this warp?” 

Dent - A space. A space where the warp sits coming through the heddle -- so a slot or a hole. A 10 
dent heddle has 10 spaces per inch. This determines how closely, side by side, the warp yarns are 
sitting. This relates to sett. Your choice of which dent heddle to use will affect your “gauge”. It will 
also affect how the yarn interacts with the heddle - think big yarn in a little hole - abrasion.

Draw-in - The shortening along the width of the fabric, side to side. You have more control over 
draw-in than take-up.

epi or e.p.i. - Ends per inch - the number of warp threads that sit side by side in an inch measured 
across the width of the warp.

Hole - The little round opening in the heddle. The threads in the holes move up and down with the 
heddle to create sheds.

Loom waste - The yarn needed to attach the warp to the loom that will not be part of the finished 
fabric which includes the knots and unweavable areas of the warp. Loom waste varies by loom and 
can be reduced, but not entirely eliminated. 

Selvedge - The outside edge of the fabric where the pick catches the outside warp thread and turns 
around and goes back the other way. Learning to make a neat and even selvedge takes practice - 
your selvedges will improve with time.

Sett, Set - Another noun and verb. “The warp sett was 10 epi.” epi = ends per inch  “The warp was 
set at 10 epi.” Sett is related to the knitter’s concept of gauge and affects the feel, durability, and 
drape of the finished fabric just as a tight or loose gauge does. 



Sley - The process of threading the heddle. After threading the slots during direct warping, you will 
finish sleying by moving threads into adjacent holes.

Shed - The horizontal space in the warp threads opened by moving the heddle into up-shed and 
down-shed. Where you pass the shuttle through.

Shuttle - A device used to hold weft yarn while weaving. There are many types of shuttles.

Slot - The long vertical opening in the heddle.

Pick - One horizontal weft “row.”  One pass through the shed. 

ppi or p.p.i. - Picks per inch - the number of weft threads woven in an inch measured along the 
length of the fabric. This is another component of weaving that is related to knitter’s concept of 
gauge.
 
Reed - A comblike frame that is used to place (beat) the weft yarn in place as it is woven, as well as 
keeping warp threads separated and in their places. In a rigid heddle loom, the reed is integrated 
with the heddle; in other types of looms it may be a separate piece.

Take-up - The shortening along the length of the fabric from front to back that happens when the 
loom tension is released and the over/under placement of the warp and weft threads relax into 
position. Some take-up is due to actual fiber shrinkage during wet finishing and some is due to the 
yarn returning to its unstretched, resting state in the over/under positioning of weaving.

Warp - The yarn we attach to the loom, threaded through the heddle slots and holes. The “front to 
back” yarn.
    
Weft - The yarn we pass through the warp, through the space created by up and down warp 
threads. The “side to side” yarn. Woven over/under the warp threads.


