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Backbeater is the world's most advanced 
metronome for drummers. With the 
Backbeater Sensor, it knows the tempo you're 
playing.

Backbeater allows drummers to monitor their 
tempo: either freestyle, or with a reference 
tempo. The Backbeater metronome can be 
set to your rhythm. It can discreetly tell you a 
tempo you tap out, and it can store lists of 
tempos, for when you're playing live.

Keep Your Tempo!

Start playing.
backbeater.com



Mount the Sensor

Plug the sensor into your mobile device 
(optionally using the microphone socket 
of the headphone splitter).

Loosen one of the lugs on your snare 
drum, and slide the sensor clip under it. 
Retighten the lug.

Start the Backbeater app (available on 
the App Store and on Google Play) on 
your mobile device.  

Launch the App



1. Tempo Reading: Displays your tempo in BPM.
2. Beat Timing Indicator: Between strokes, a red 
dot circles around the tempo reading. To stay on 
beat, try to hit the snare when the dot reaches the 
drum icon at the top.
3. Automatic Metronome Tempo: Start the 
(optional) metronome at your current tempo as 
displayed by the Tempo Reading. Note: if no 
sensor is connected, this button links to a page 
where you may purchase one.
4. Manual Metronome Tempo: Tap to start the 
(optional) metronome at the displayed tempo. Tap 
and then slide your finger up or down to select a 
tempo.
5. Open Set List: Shows your list of songs.
6. Song Switchers: Tap the right arrow to go to 
the next song, and the left arrow to go to the 
previous song.
7. Settings: Open the settings screen.
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Get Started
The main screen provides access to the 
majority of the app’s interface, and displays 
your current tempo as you play—with or 
without the optional metronome feature.
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Adjust Your Settings

1. Sensitivity: Adjust this slider to set the correct 
sensitivity. If the app is registering ghost notes, for 
example, try lowering the sensitivity setting.
2. Metronome Sound: Choose the sound the 
metronome feature will play on each beat.
3. Window Setting: Indicates how many snare 
strokes are to be averaged in determining your 
tempo. A setting of 2 does no averaging and is 
unforgiving, but technically accurate. A setting of 4 
will average your tempo over 4 strokes, and is more 
forgiving, but less accurate.
4. Beat Setting: This setting compensates for 
songs with unusual rhythms. A default setting of 1 
is best for most music, like rock songs. Example: If 
your song is 90 BPM and the app says you're 
playing 45 BPM, you can switch this setting to 2 
and the tempo reading will correctly read 90 BPM.
5. Help: Contact Makers4Good, or see a brief video 
about Backbeater’s features.

Here you can adjust the sensitivity level, 
choose the sound played by the metronome, 
and make other adjustments to suit your own 
playing style.



1

2 3 4

Edit Your Set List

1. Close the set list.
2. A song on your set list.
3. The selected tempo for that song: Tap on 
the tempo setting to edit the tempo for the 
corresponding set list song.
4. Remove this song.

The Set List Editor allows you to add songs to 
your set list, to edit their titles and BPM 
settings, or to remove them from your set list 
altogether.
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Get Help
On the help screen you’ll find a video that 
runs through all mof the app’s major 
functionality, as well as helpful links and ways 
to contact Makers4Good if you need help.

1. Close the help screen.
2. The video walks through all of the app’s primary 
functionality, explaining various settings and 
controls.
3. Email contact: Tap on the link to open the mail 
client on your phone and to compose an email 
addressed to Makers4Good.
4. Get sensor: a convenient link to a Web page 
where you may purchase a Backbeater sensor.
5. Social links: find Makers4Good on Twitter and 
Facebook.


