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SPACE

New 
kids 
on the 
lots
Jo Leevers meets 
the young guns 
of !the antiques 
trade. Portraits 
by David Yeo James Gooch
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L
ily  Trunfull doesn’t 
look!like your average 
antiques dealer. 
The!choppy fringe, 
hoop earrings and dark 
lipstick are more 

“I’m!with the band” than “I’m with 
the antiques fair”. But this month 
 22-year-old Trunfull is joining the 
old guard at Battersea’s  Decorative 
Antiques & Textiles Fair . She 
represents the changing face of the 
antiques world – one of a growing 
number of traders who still take 
provenance seriously, but are 
rebranding antiques for cool and 
contemporary buyers.

“We appeal to people who, 
fi ve years ago, were into vintage 
and retro, but are now ready 
for something more exciting,” 
says!dealer George Johnson, 
co-founder of the group  Antiques 
Young Guns . All members are 
under 40, come!from a range of 
backgrounds ( don’t assume there’s 
a stately pile out back) and are 
dedicated to!bringing heritage 
antiques – pre-1900 pieces that 
display clean-lined!craftsmanship – 
to a wider, younger audience.

Their customers aren’t after 
immaculate twin chesterfi elds or a 
complete Georgian dining set; that’s 
all a bit formal and themed. “They 
want quality and history, but it’s 
all about the mix,”  Trunfull says. 
It’s!a freed-up approach to curating, 
which means a Victorian bust could 
sit on  60s  Vitsoe shelving , or be 
 matched with  Timorous Beasties  
lace for a modern  gothic twist.

The Antiques Young Guns meet, 
blog and tweet all things antiques . 
“ We’re  your little black book,” 
 Trunfull says.  Auctioneer Tim 
Medhurst adds: “Together we’re 
blowing the dust o"  the antiques 
trade .” Medhurst, 22, is  one of the 
youngest .  He has seen fi rsthand 
a change in the type of antiques 
bidders . “Young couples are now 
rocking up looking for a!Victorian 
wardrobe or console for their fi rst 
fl at – something with a story that 
stands out .” 

Luke Batchelor is 26, a PR/
aspiring stylist, and  the kind of 
buyer Medhurst! is!talking about. 
“My latest fi nd!is a gorgeous 
19th-century ballroom chair,” 
Batchelor says . “I love!the sense 
of occasion antiques bring to 
your home.”  His ever-growing #
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collection of furniture, porcelain 
and silverware is in part pragmatic 
– “ They are my investments until 
I can a! ord my own place” – but 
also adds a twist of originality: “It’s 
a thrill when you"fi nd something 
beautiful no"one"else has.”

Which brings us to the  more 
unusual  end of antiques: the 
taxidermy  and all manner of 
deceased Victoriana in glass domes. 
Enter James Gooch of  Doe & Hope , 
a dark den of faded gentility with 
a client list that includes the 
production team behind  Game  Of 
Thrones  and a Harry Potter actor. 
“My look is an ‘up yours’ to the 
tawdriness of shabby chic,” he 
says. Gooch worked in TV  before 
antiques and has a keen sense of 
the dramatic. “I’m  aware of how 
to put items together to create 
an"atmosphere ,” he says.  

Similarly, Trunfull, who trained 
in fashion business studies but now 
runs  No 1 Lewes , says, “ An antiques 
shop is like any other brand: you 
need to know your signature 
style and sell it to customers the 
moment they walk in.” But the 
look these dealers are selling isn’t 
polished perfection. If"Trunfull has 
19th-century silverware, “I’ll leave 
it all tarnished, with patches of 
blue and cloudy indigo”, she says. 
“My"buyers appreciate that rawness 
and history.”

At  Lady Kentmore s  in Scotland, 
 Johnson works up a showman-like 
(but expert) commentary on his 
stock. Johnson, who was  born into 
a"family of fairground travellers,  says, 
“Antiques will get you hooked .  It’s 
like when you get into a band, then 
before you know it you’re seeking 
out bootlegs, obscure recordings, 
the entire back"catalogue.”

Unlike some of her contemporaries, 
Alys Dobbie, 30, was brought up 
around antiques and did a degree in 
furniture restoration. Her expertise, 

combined with an eye for high-end 
mid-century gems, goes down a 
storm in Brighton, where she runs 
 Nanadobbie . “My customers are 
in their  20s and sick of fl at-pack 
furniture that breaks within a year. 
For the same price, they can get 
something crafted that exudes 
heritage – and could appreciate 
in"value.”

Women are well represented 
among the Young Guns, a pleasant 
surprise for Robyn Alston, a one-
time medical secretary who sold her 
car to start  On The Wall Antiques . 
“It’s no longer a man’s world,” 
she says, “and the older hands are 
very supportive. It’s in everyone’s 
interests to keep antiques alive 
and"interesting.”

All the Young Guns sell online 
because, as Gooch says, “People 
want to fi nd, click and buy 
immediately.” Mary Harragin, 
25,  business development 
manager"at" LiveAuctioneers , 
believes an online  presence can 
double sales. She spent two 
years"at"a traditional auction 
house in the US  that  introduced 
simultaneous online bidding. Back 
in London, she’s showing UK sale 
rooms how it can work for them. 
“The auctioneer still runs the main 
event,” she says, “but a clerk sits at 
a laptop next to them taking real-
time online"bids.”

It’s  this approach that’s opening 
 antiques to a  new audience. 
“I"always imagined it would be 
a"stu! y and intimidating world,” 
 Harragin says, “but antiques is 
an exciting place to be, right now. 
People my age appreciate things 
with heritage and know how 
to mix"them for e! ect. And the 
antiques trade is ready to give 
them"what they want.”
  antiquesyoungguns.co.uk   

WHAT’S HOT RIGHT NOW? 
“Forties dressing tables. They 
can  double as a work desk, so 
are versatile.” Alys Dobbie, 30, 
 Nanadobbie  , nanadobbie.com  
 
 “Fairground ephemera and 
neon lights – but only if they can 
fi t on a wall. Taxidermy is still 
bubbling away; Victorian mourning 
jewellery is growing month on 
month.” George Johnson, 39,  Lady 
Kentmores  , ladykentmores.com   

‘ It’s no longer a 
man’s world, and 
the older hands 
are supportive. 
It’s in everyone’s 
interest to keep 
antiques alive’



 “Statement taxidermy, ebonised 
and  gothic revival furniture, leather 
chairs and unframed paintings.” 
James Gooch, 31,  Doe & Hope  , 
doeandhope.com  
 
 “I have a weakness for 
Bloomsbury-era ceramics.” 
Mary!Harragin, 25,! LiveAuctioneers  , 
liveauctioneers.com 
 
 “Convex railway mirrors ; I just sold 
one to Zoë Ball.” Lily Trunf ull, 22, 
 No 1 Lewes  , theshoplewes.com  
 
 “Victorian wooden toys on wheels 
and handsome chests of drawers 
from all eras.” Tim Medhurst, 22, 
 Reeman Dansie , reemandansie.com 

  
 “Mirrors and quality gilded 
furniture. Brown furniture is back 
– the trend is defi nitely towards 
Victoriana and beyond.” Robyn 
Alston, 39,  On The Wall Antiques  , 
onthewallantiques.com   
 
 “Porcelain and marble-topped 
tables.”  Luke Batchelor, 26, 
@ LukeBatchelor 87   
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