
Retinyl Palmitate Fact Sheet
PRODUCT OVERVIEW:
Retinyl palmitate (RP) is a naturally occurring retinoid in the epidermis of the skin. Its esters account for more 
than 90% of epidermal levels.  Manufactured in the sebaceous glands and released on the surface, RP has been 
thought of as a storage form of retinoids.  We now know, however, that it is really a passive filter of sunlight 
with an SPF equivalent of 20. It is highly absorbable and once applied, it increases epidermal levels of RP by 
100 times and retinol levels by 50 times.  Retinyl palmitate is non-irritating even to the most sensitive skin and 
is persistent until consumed. 

Retinyl palmitate is especially significant because of its ability to protect the skin from the sun’s harmful rays. 
Unfortunately, statistics show that in spite of the increased public awareness of the danger of sun exposure and 
the widespread use of sunscreens, the epidemic of skin cancer continues to increase. To understand why, it is 
important to understand the energy of the sun as it interacts with skin. There are three bands of sunlight: UV 
(ultra violet rays, which include both UVA and UVB), visible, and IR (infrared or heat). UV rays make up only 
7% of solar energy, whereas visible light is 43% of solar energy and IR is 50%. Sunscreens only block UV rays, 
which leaves the skin unprotected from the remaining 93% of solar energy. Retinyl palmitate is able to filter 
both visible and IR rays and it also acts as an antioxidant to neutralize the remaining solar energy. So by adding 
retinyl palmitate under sunscreen, the skin is provided complete protection from the entire range of the sun’s 
rays.

HOW RETINYL PALMITATE SUPPORTS THE SKIN:

RP as photo protection:
• RP is directly metabolized into retinol
• Treats natural ageing 
• Addresses photoageing

• Filters sunlight 
• Full UV protection,  including 

visible rays and IR rays
• SPF 20 
• persistent (up to 17 days)
• not washable 
• non-irritating 
• additive to sunscreens

In patients with nonmelanoma skin cancer:
• The single most important advance in 

prevention
As a cosmeseutical:

• RP is directly metabolized to retinol
• All the benefits of retinol without the 

irritation
• treats natural ageing 
• photoageing 

In wound healing:
• Acts on all three phases of wound healing 

to reduce inflammation and enhance 
remodelling

HOW TO USE THE PRODUCT:
• One pump daily on wet skin covers the face, neck, decollete, hands and forearms
• To be used in conjunction with sunscreens of SPF 30 or higher

GENERAL PRODUCT FEATURES:
• 30 ml airless pump provides a three-month supply
• Paraben free
• Not tested on animals
• Fragrance free

Please visit us on our website at www.cloudvitamincream.com for more information.


