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 In the year 2025, many things will have changed. According to some, we will have robots 

that respond just like people would, flying cars, and even pills that substitute an entire meal. All 

of these things would be really neat things to have, but my prediction is not so much a material 

thing, as much as a spiritual one. I predict that by the year 2025, there will be a mass movement 

of individuals out of organized religion and into a more self-defined spirituality. 

 I believe that there will be a new religious movement that focuses more on defining your 

own definition of what a higher power or deity/deities expects from you. This movement will 

take the main tenants of all religion, such as kindness and love, and embrace them. These will 

become the foundations that the new spiritual movement will be placed upon. There will no 

room for hate and intolerance will not be acceptable.  

 While these will be the foundations, a person’s path to the deity/deities, will be defined 

by your own observations, and what speaks most closely to you. Therefore, it will be up to an 

individual to decide not only what they believe, but also how they will worship. The only 

boundaries will be that you cannot harm another individual or infringe upon their beliefs. The 

idea will be that since the God/Goddess is inside of each of us, the path to him/her is not a 

universal one, but it is rather more like a fingerprint, unique to each one of us. 

 There are three reasons that I believe this to be true. The first is that many people are now 

defining themselves as no religious affiliation, meaning that they are not a member of any 

particular branch of religion. As of 2008, the Aris, or religious identification survey, stated that 

the percent of the “none” category had jumped from 8.1 in 1990, to 15. The reason for this can 

more than likely be attributed to the fact that religion tells us what we should think, as well as 



The ProofreadingServices.com High School and University Writing Scholarships 
http://www.proofreadingservices.com/pages/scholarship 

 
University - 3rd place (2013-2014) - Natalie Schleper 

~ 
how we should act. Many people do not agree with some of the religious creeds, and would 

rather make up their own minds about what is acceptable. This lack of free thought, eventually 

wears on people and it leads to a crisis of faith. 

 The second reason is that there have been decreases in population within the more strict 

“one way to God” religions, and an increase in the more flexible religions that only give you 

guidelines by which to live. While the number of adherents has increased for say Christianity, 

the percentage of the world’s population had decreased by 2%. Other religions, such as the 

Baha’i, Daoism, and Confucianism faiths have increased by 0.1%, and atheism moved from 0% 

to 2%. Also, the agnostic religion, which is somewhere in the middle ground, neither believing, 

nor disbelieving in the existence of God, has increased to 9.8% from 0.2%. This data shows a 

trend that people are opting for more freedom of thought in the religion they choose to adhere to. 

 The third and final reason I think this is likely is due to the number of new religious 

organizations that have been founded within the last one hundred years. Many of these “new 

religions” are simply variations of known religions, but with a few things changed. The Church 

Universal and Triumphant for example, is a coagulation of many different religions including 

esoteric mysticism, Buddhism, and Christianity. It also has aspects of the paranormal and 

alchemy and includes a belief in angels and nature spirits (elementals). Some of these new 

organizations however, try to resurrect ancient religions, such as Adonism, which is the worship 

of the God Adonis, the Greek God of beauty and desire. In addition to the reworked or revived 

traditions, many new traditions have arisen. Some examples of these are the Church of Satan, an 

atheist or humanist religion of which we are our own God, and Jediism, a spiritual and 

philosophical religion based on the teaching of the Jedi from the Star Wars movies. 
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 More and more people are leaving religions such as Christianity, for religions such as 

Wicca, Buddhism, and Baha’i. I believe it is because these religions, while still having structure 

and guidelines, do not tell people expressly how to live their lives. These religions allow for 

more free thought and expression. This trend will continue to grow until the number of adherents 

to these religions outnumber those of the major, strict religions, and I believe this will happen by 

the year 2025. 


