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the Best Resources for Turning 
Your Manuscript into an eBook 
ePub, Mobi, PDF, and More

This is it. After spending months or even years crafting your 
manuscript, you’re ready to send it out to the world—and into the 
hands of your readers. But what’s the best way to publish your 
book?

Until recently, there was just one clear path: you went through a 
traditional publisher and waited months for physical copies of your 
book to be distributed to bookstores, at which point you would 
probably earn only a small percentage of sales.

Now, however, authors can take advantage of an alternative that 
works in their favor: eBook publishing. Digital publishing is much less 
time and labor intensive than physical printing, enabling writers to 
more easily self-publish their eBooks and distribute them to online 
booksellers.

Of course, creating an eBook isn’t as easy as sending your finished 
Word document to Amazon or Barnes & Noble. You’ll need to 
properly lay out your document and convert it to a format that 
can be opened by all of the most popular eReaders.

If you’ve never converted a document to an eBook format 
before, you may be wondering how the process works. This guide 
is designed to help you from start to finish. We’ve included an 
overview of the most common eBook formats, descriptions of 
companies that will convert your document for you, and basic tips 
on properly preparing your manuscript for conversion.

Publishing an eBook would be a lot easier if all eReaders used 
the same format. Unfortunately, they don’t. Translating your 
manuscript into several eBook formats can help you reach a wider 

Popular eBook Formats
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audience, making your book available to read on all the most 
popular devices.

Below you’ll find descriptions of the most common eBook formats 
to help you determine which file types are best suited for your 
manuscript.

While most eBook formats were developed by specific vendors 
to be used exclusively with their products, ePub is vendor 
independent and open source (which means the format can be 
freely used, changed, and shared). It’s based on the XML and 
XHTML markup languages and is designed to be both a source 
file format and an end user format. This means ePub files can be 
opened and read on many different devices, including the iPhone, 
iPad, Sony Reader, Kobo Reader, and Nook. Software that can 
read this file type includes Adobe Digital Editions, QuickReader, 
ePubReader, and the EPUBReader add-on for Firefox.

The .mobi file type was developed for the MobiPocket eReader. 
It’s based on the XHTML markup language and can also include 
JavaScript. MobiPocket’s reading software can be installed on 
many devices, and Mobi files can also be opened on certain third-
party readers, including FBReader, Kindle for PC and Mac, and 
Stanza.

ePub

Mobi
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This Amazon format was designed specifically for the Amazon 
Kindle. However, it can also be opened on Apple and Android 
devices as well as Windows 8 tablets and BlackBerry phones. 
AZW is essentially the Mobi format with a high-compression option 
that allows AZW files to be scaled by the reading software.

This format can only be obtained from the Amazon website, and 
you’ll have the option to enable Digital Rights Management (DRM) 
technology, which helps protect your book from unauthorized 
distribution.

Amazon introduced the Kindle Format 8 (KF8) with the release of 
their Kindle Fire in 2011. The file type uses HTML5 and CSS3, and 
it has limited backwards compatibility with Mobi documents. It is 
meant to be the next generation of the AZW format, and its many 
new formatting capabilities are particularly beneficial for eBooks 
with graphs, charts, numbered lists, and images.

AZW

KF8
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This format works well for interactive texts, because readers can 
use Mobi’s built-in dictionary and add their own notes, drawings, 
and bookmarks. The main downside is that not all Mobi elements 
are responsive, and images won’t scale with the text.

3



The Portable Document Format (PDF) was created by Adobe for 
use with their Acrobat products. It has become very popular, and 
support software exists on many devices. In fact, PDF files are 
supported by most smartphones, tablets, and eReaders.

The downside of this file type is that it uses a fixed layout, which 
means it doesn’t scale well and can be difficult to read on smaller 
smartphone screens.

The standard eBook formats described above are well suited to 
text-based manuscripts. However, documents that have a lot of 
charts or images, such as illustrated children’s books or graphic 
novels, typically need to be converted to a fixed layout format.

Some of the most common fixed layout formats are ePub3, Fixed 
Layout KF8, Kindle Comics, Kindle Textbook, PagePerfect PDF, ePib, 
Nook Kids, and Nook Comics. The code required to create a fixed 
layout eBook is more complex than that used for standard eBooks, 
so this conversion is usually more expensive.

If your document doesn’t have many images or unique formatting 
requirements, it may be better to stick with a standard conversion 
type.

PDF

Other Fixed Layout Formats
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If you have a finished manuscript but are unsure how to turn it into 
an eBook, there’s plenty of help available. Many online conversion 
services will format and transform your document so that it can 
be viewed on all eReaders, tablets, and smartphones, and some 
even offer additional services, such as original cover art creation 
and distribution to online booksellers.

Prices and services vary by provider, so it’s up to you to determine 
which conversion company is best. Keep in mind that some will 
charge a flat rate, while others will take a percentage of your 
eBook sales. This is something you’ll have to weigh carefully when 
making your decision.

To help you decide, here’s an overview of popular conversion 
services, listed alphabetically. 

52Novels

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi, some fixed layout types

Prices: Standard format conversions start at $125, and fixed 
layout conversions start at $250.

Additional notes: 52Novels will test your converted eBook on 
multiple platforms to make sure it looks good.

BB eBooks

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi, ePub3, KF8

Prices: You’ll need to request a quote.

Additional notes: BB eBooks is based in Thailand. However, the 
managing director is American, so they do offer services in English.

eBook Conversion Services
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Blurb

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi, fixed layout for iPad

Prices: Their fixed layout conversion tool costs $9.99 per file 
conversion, and the reflowable (standard) conversion tool is free 
while in beta.

Additional notes: Blurb is much less expensive than the other 
services described here because they don’t format and convert 
your file for you. Rather, they provide access to the tools you’ll 
need to convert the document yourself. Blurb does offer some 
professional templates to help you with the formatting process, 
however.

Booknook.biz

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi, KF8, Kindle Comics

Prices: You’ll need to request a quote. Booknook.biz will give you a 
fixed price for a final manuscript.

Additional notes: Booknook.biz can convert from a Word 
document if you have a text-heavy project or from InDesign or 
PDF if you have an image-heavy project.

BookBaby

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi, some fixed layout types

Prices: Standard eBook conversion (which is part of BookBaby’s 
eBook Self-Publishing Package) starts at $299, with a charge of 
$0.50 for every page over 250. Fixed layout conversion is an extra 
$199 on top of the eBook Self-Publishing Package.
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Additional notes: BookBaby will convert up to 50 graphic elements 
with your document and provide free customer service throughout 
the conversion process. They also offer basic eBook cover design 
for $149 and deluxe eBook cover design for $279.

Book Cover Cafe

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi

Prices: Conversion pricing starts at $127, but you’ll need to get a 
quote for your specific project.

Additional notes: Book Cover Cafe also does professional book 
cover designs. As you might guess from their name, this is actually 
the main focus of their business.

Draft2Digital

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi, PDF

Prices: Conversion and formatting are free, but Draft2Digital takes 
10% off the sales price every time you make a sale.

Additional notes: Your document needs to be submitted in a 
format that Microsoft Word can read (no PDFs).

eBookIt

Conversion types: All major online bookseller formats

Prices: $199 to convert a .doc, .docx, .rtf, or .pages file, $249 to 
convert a .pdf file.

Additional notes: eBookIt also offers a conversion and distribution 
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package (which includes a free press release and distribution to all 
major online booksellers), but they take 15% of your net payment 
every time you make a sale.

eBook Enhancers

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi, ePub3, KF8, PagePerfect

Prices: The cost is based on the file size, so you’ll need to request 
a quote.

Additional notes: For an additional cost, eBook Enhancers offers 
original eBook cover files with up to three free revisions.

eBook Partnership

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi, ePub3, KF8, PagePerfect, Nook Kids

Prices: Standard conversion to ePub or Mobi starts at $299. The 
price for fixed layout conversions will vary by project.

Additional notes: eBook Partnership also offers premium cover 
design starting at $299. They say their specialty is complex 
conversion projects.

Guido Henkel

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi

Prices: Standard eBook conversion starts at $150, with an 
additional $50 charge for documents over 150,000 words.

Additional notes: Guido Henkel is a writer and game designer 
who has converted over 1,000 eBooks and now offers eBook 
conversion as a paid service.
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Kiwi Yarner Conversions

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi

Prices: Request a quote by emailing jo@kiwiyarner.com. Pricing 
starts at $50NZ for documents under 20,000 words.

Additional notes: Because this company is based in New Zealand, 
all pricing is in New Zealand dollars. Kiwi Yarner will fix any errors 
you find in your converted document at no extra charge.

LitFire Publishing

Conversion types: All eBook formats

Prices: Their basic package (for documents up to 300 pages) 
starts at $120.

Additional notes: The conversion package includes formatting, 
insertion of any images you supply, and two free revisions.

Quantum Formatting

Conversion types: ePub, Mobi

Prices: Text documents with no images start at $50. If you have 
images, there’s an additional charge of $75 per format.

Additional notes: Quantum Formatting will help you tweak and 
reformat your document for up to one week after you receive 
your formatted eBook.
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Wordzworth

Conversion types: All eReader formats

Prices: A basic text conversion (up to 250 pages with a few 
images) starts at $248, and a fixed layout conversion starts at 
$322. Keep in mind that these costs are a rough estimate, and 
you’ll need to request a quote.

Additional notes: If you’ve already formatted your manuscript, you 
should submit it as a PDF. Otherwise, you should submit it as a 
Word document. You’ll need to include your own cover design.

Woven Red Author Services

Conversion types: All eReader formats

Prices: Their standard eBook conversion costs $50.

Additional notes: Woven Red meets with you via Skype to discuss 
design requirements. If you decide to work with them, you’ll pay 
50% of their fee after they present you with sample design pages 
and the remaining 50% after your completed eBook is sent to you. 
You’ll be given one opportunity to correct for typos.

Wundr Publishing

Conversion types: All popular eReader formats

Prices: The basic package starts at $199, but you’ll need to 
request a quote for your specific project.

Additional notes: Your conversion comes with one free revision. 
Wundr Publishing can also create a cover design for an additional 
cost.
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Most eBook conversion companies include formatting in their 
services, but there are also things you, as the author, can do to 
help ensure the final document looks the way you want.

Here are a few tips to help you prepare your Word document 
before you submit it for conversion.

Check the document for spelling, grammar, and typos. You may 
even want to have a second reader go over the document to 
catch anything you may have missed. Not all eBook conversion 
companies include editing services, and you can’t always make 
changes after the document has been converted.

Don’t include page numbers, headers, or footers. Pages are broken 
up differently on eReaders than on your Word processor, so page 
numbers, headers, and footers will get cut off.

Don’t reference page numbers within your document. For 
example, you may have written, “See page 5 for more 
information.” Unfortunately, you can’t control how page breaks 
will work across different devices. Instead, consult with your 
conversion provider to create a hyperlink that will take readers 
directly to the referenced text.

Be consistent with paragraph formatting. Use your word 
processor’s paragraph alignment function to ensure indents are 
uniform throughout your document. Never use the space bar to 
indent a paragraph.

Choose a standard font. This isn’t the time to try out a fancy new 
font you downloaded online—stick with a standard font, such as 
Times New Roman or Arial, in black, between 10 and 12 points for 
body text and 14 and 18 points for chapter titles. If you choose 

Preparing Your Word Document for Conversion
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You’ve put a lot of hard work into your manuscript, so don’t 
rush yourself when choosing an eBook conversion service and 
preparing your document for submission. If you choose to work 
with an eBook conversion company, make sure they offer all the 
services you need and are able to convert your document to all 
popular eBook formats.

Once you’re happy with your converted document, you’ll be able 
to start distributing your eBook. Enjoy letting readers discover your 
work—and now that you’re familiar with eBook conversion, start 
thinking about the next manuscript you want to share!

The Next Step
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to use an unusual font for your chapter titles, keep in mind that 
the conversion company may need to convert those elements as 
images, and you may be charged extra.

Convert content in sidebars and tables to text within the 
document. If it’s possible, this can save you money and ensure 
your document looks its best across devices. Otherwise these 
items will have to be turned into images, which are more 
complicated to convert.

Separate chapters clearly. The best way to separate chapters 
in Word is by hitting Ctrl+Enter/Return, which will give you a page 
break.

Make sure images are in an appropriate format. Images need 
to be submitted as .jpg, .png, or .tif files, with a minimum of 72 
dpi and in RGB color mode. Keep in mind that not all eReaders 
display color, so make sure all images and graphs are still clear in 
grayscale.
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