
TORONTO, CANADA April 2, 2015 –This week in Kabul, Afghanistan, Far & Wide Collective, the online

marketplace that connects artisans in emerging economies with consumers in North America, is launching

the Artisan Toolkit, a new and important venture, which will educate artisans in developing economies on

design and business practices.

The Artisan Toolkit is a richly-illustrated crafts business manual, accompanied with audio and video for

artisans with low levels of literacy. It seeks to solve a problem that many skilled artisans in post-conflict

and emerging economies face. While they may possess exceptional craft skills, these artisans face a

number of barriers when it comes to getting their products to market, from a lack of knowledge about

consumer preferences, to underdeveloped business practices. This first iteration of the Toolkit is culturally

specific to Afghanistan, and comes in the languages Dari, Pashto and English.

“We created the Toolkit first for Afghanistan because it is where we saw it could make the greatest

immediate impact,” says Far & Wide Collective founder Hedvig Alexander, “Our artisans in this area really

need the assistance, but that’s not to say the Toolkit cannot be adapted in the future to reach artisans in

other countries.”

Artisan Toolkit training in Kabul, Afghanistan

Hedvig is currently in Afghanistan to formally launch the Toolkit and train artisans and trainers on the

content of the Toolkit. So far it has been a great success, with training sessions filled over capacity. 

The Toolkit comes in a hard copy or can be downloaded online. Its audio modules can be delivered

http://www.farandwidecollective.com/
http://www.farandwidecollective.com/pages/artisan-toolkit
http://artisantoolkit.com/


through mobile phone networks, MP3 players, local radio or TV. It has two levels: Level 1 for artisans with

a skill but no business plan or training, and Level 2 for artisans with an existing business they are hoping

to grow.

“The Artisan Toolkit took over a year to put together, but it was worth it,” says Hedvig, “We feel we are now

able to offer artisans incredible assistance when it comes to running their businesses.”

For more information on Far & Wide Collective, please visit www.farandwidecollective.com. To see the

Artisan Toolkit, please visit http://artisantoolkit.org.

To follow Hedvig’s journey in Afghanistan, please follow Far & Wide Collective on Instagram

@farandwidecollective.

Project partners included Afghan organizations HARAKAT (Afghanistan Investment Climate Facility

Organization) and the Export Promotion Agency of Afghanistan.

About Far & Wide Collective:

Far & Wide Collective (www.farandwidecollective.com) is an online store, carrying handmade products by

artisans in post-conflict and developing economies. Our online marketplace offers beautiful handcrafted

clothing, accessories, jewelry, home décor and gift items, all sourced according to fair trade principles.

Connecting artisans to the international market is at the core of what we do. We work closely with artisans

to help them build their businesses, through design support and product development, as well as

providing a platform to reach new markets. We recently launched the Artisan Toolkit — a richly-illustrated

crafts business manual, accompanied with audio and video for artisans with low levels of literacy — to

further help artisans get their products to market. Each purchase through Far & Wide Collective supports

entrepreneurship, small business growth, and the livelihood of our partner communities in countries from

Afghanistan to Kenya.  For more information, please visit www.farandwidecollective.com.

Copyright © 2015 Far and Wide Collective, All rights reserved.

Media Contact:
Sarah Bresler

Public Relations Manager
sarah@farandwidecollective.com / 416-356-6086

unsubscribe from this list    update subscription preferences 

http://www.farandwidecollective.com/
http://artisantoolkit.org/
https://instagram.com/farandwidecollective/
http://harakat.af/
http://www.farandwidecollective.com/
http://www.farandwidecollective.com/
http://farandwidecollective.us9.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=b434204bca3a1043f66485838&id=64f2b76cba&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=7d011c08cf
http://farandwidecollective.us9.list-manage.com/profile?u=b434204bca3a1043f66485838&id=64f2b76cba&e=%5BUNIQID%5D

