
To:   Captain Ken Lahr   
         Reel Draggin' Tackle® 
        PO Box 66 
        Churchton, Md. 20733          June 24, 2011 

Dear Captain Ken: 

     This JCR30 was a new reel used for the first time on June 19, 2011.  It became 
involved in an extreme offshore application (see story below), and we are sending it 
back to be analyzed for wear from this extreme event. 

     We have checked its operation in the shop without disassembly.  The spool tension 
came loose somewhat during the fight, but we tightened that up to test the operation of 
the reel. 

     The drag system seems good, but we think there is a slight gear type noise on the left 
side that may be related to the level wind system.  Otherwise, the reel appears to us to 
be none the worse for the wear.  

    Thanks for the consultation! 

Fred and Jim Akers 

  

Fishing event description by Jim Akers: 

     While trolling a stretch 30 from a brand new JC30 for bluefish about 10 miles out, 
we hooked up with something big.   

The rod bent and line began paying out fast, so I pulled the rod from the holder and 
tightened the drag some.  It was big, so I tightened the drag completely.   

With the boat in neutral, and my partner getting the other lines in, I watched the line 
counter indicate that the fish had pulled out about 250 feet of line on its initial run in 
just a few minutes.   

We began to follow the fish.  

I fought vigorously to gain on it, thumbing the spool and wrestling the rod up.  

Every time I got it near the boat it would make another long run pulling the line out and 
burning my thumb.   

An hour and fifteen minutes in I got the fish to the surface about 20 feet in front of the 
boat.  It was a 10 foot long thresher shark, hooked by the tail.   

I was able to pull its tail out of the water to the fork and get its dorsal fin to break the 
surface, and it was huge.   

It then made a run straight to the bottom against my best efforts.  I tried for 45 minutes 
to bring it back to the surface.  I would thumb the spool and drive the rod upward and 
gain a few cranks before the fish took it all back to the bottom.   

Accepting defeat, I finally snapped the line.   

From:  Fred and Jim Akers 
             P.O. Box 395 
             Newtonville, NJ  08346 



The JC30 performed remarkably well.  At times I was working it so brutally that I was 
anticipating a blow out.  But the JC30 kept functioning well all the way to the end.  
After two hours of fighting, I quit but the JC30 was still going. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


