
Cormorant:  A large, black bird found along the coast of Maine.  The double-crested 
cormorant can be seen hanging out on the rocks and ledges of Casco Bay, where it dries out 
its wings.

Banding tool:  A tool designed to help put rubber bands around lobster claws.  To use it, 
place a thick rubber band at the tip of the tool and squeeze the handle on the other end.  This 
process opens up the rubber band so you can safely secure it onto the claw.

Keeper:  A lobster that is a legal size to keep.  Lobstermen in Maine use a double-sided gauge 
to measure the lobster’s carapace.  They measure from the very back of the eye socket to 
the end of the carapace.  A keeper must be at least 3.25 inches but no longer than 5 inches.  
If a lobster’s carapace exceeds 5 inches, it falls under the “oversized” category.  In Maine, an 
oversized lobster is thrown back, whether it is female or male.  

Casco Bay:  A small body of water that opens into the Gulf of Maine.  The Gulf of Maine is 
part of the Atlantic Ocean and is located on the east coast of North America.

Buoy (boo-ee):  An anchored float that lobstermen attach to their line or rope to help them 
find their traps.

Herring (hair-ing):  A fish found in the Atlantic Ocean that is a popular choice for bait and is 
used by many Maine lobstermen.

Gaff:  A tool used by lobstermen to grab a buoy and pull it up to the winch.  
A gaff is a stick (an old hockey stick in Captain Tom’s case!) with a hook on one end.

Carapace (care-a-pace):  The upper section of a lobster’s shell that covers its body.  This part 
of the lobster must be measured to see if it is within the legal size to keep.
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