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Ideal and Average Values of Lumbar Lordosis 
 

The ideal Harrison lumbar spine lordotic model is used as a reference guide to calculate a given patient’s 
percent abnormality of the sagittal lumbar spine. The Harrison lumbar spine model indicates that the lumbar 
lordosis can be approximated with a piece of an ellipse from T12-S1. The lumbar lordosis increases moving 
distally where 65% of the curve is present at L4-S1. Clinically, we measure the total angle of lumbar spine 
curvature using lines tangent to the mid-bodies of L1-L5, termed the Absolute Rotation Angle or ARA. While 
all angles from L1-L5 need to be measured to accurately assess the lumbar curvature, it is more efficient to 
report to the patient one single value that represents their unique spinal Subluxation. To calculate the patient’s 
percent abnormality of lumbar lordosis, we use three simple steps: 

1) Take the measured ARA value and divide it by the ideal value,  
2) Multiply the value obtained above by 100 to get %, 
3) If the patient’s curve is lordotic, then this new value is subtracted from 100% and you have the % 

abnormality. If the curve is kyphotic then this value is added to 100%. 
 
On the back is a complete table of percent abnormality for possible ARA values. In the table below, the 

Harrison Ideal and Average values of lumbar lordosis are provided. These values represent the best available 
evidence and this is an Evidence Based Approach to quantify Subluxation.1,2 
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Table 1 
 

Level Average Value Ideal Value 

T12-L1 0° 0° 
L1-L2 2.9° 5.1° 
L2-L3 7.4° 6.3° 
L3-L4 11.9° 9.1° 
L4-L5 16.6° 18.5° 
L5-S1 32.4° 33.0° 

S1 to horizontal 39.2° 40.0° 
ARA L1-L5 39.7° 40.0° Rounded Up 

Sagittal Translation T12-S1  0mm 
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Kyphotic 
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% Decreased Hyper-Lordotic 
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