
What a fabulous journey it has been for Albert 

Weber pianos in New Zealand.  Piano Traders 

connection with the Young Chang factory in 

South Korea goes back to the early 1970’s 

when we imported a huge number of 

Wagner pianos. Good thing we did as they 

are still such a sought after model today.
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The best test for a piano in New Zealand is time.  Unfortunately time hasn’t been 

kind to a great number of pianos imported from around the world, either due to 

poor quality materials or our ever-changing weather conditions.  And trust me; I 

have seen a piano simply fall apart.  Whether it was split tuning planks, gummed 

up actions or corroded fitting, it’s never a good look for the piano factory it 

came from.

45 years on and the pianos produced in the Young Chang piano factory have 

proved their worth. After securing the rights from the European flagship in 1987, 

the factory gaining the rights to build the world famous Albert Weber piano.

The costs of building pianos in Europe are high, so it is much smarter to build 

elsewhere – why not South Korea?

With a 15 year warranty from new, or a 10 year 

warranty second-hand, there are very few other 

companies around the world that could 

confidently put their name to their stock in the 

same way.

We are proud of the quality and 

performance of Albert Weber pianos, 

and so are the many teachers, schools 

and pupils that are lucky owners of a 

quality piano.

Piano Traders are expecting a brand 

new shipment of these fine pianos to 

arrive in New Zealand in the next 

month.  Give me a call and I’ll 

personally let you know when they are 

tuned and polished for you to play in 

store.



Albert Weber was born in Germany in 1828.  He 
began piano lessons at age five, and started 
composing by age eight, influenced by Beethoven 

and Mozart.  At 24, he moved to the United States 
and opened his own piano shop where he began 
the study of resonance and depth of sound.  He 
was therefore able to make significant 
improvements to the felt, hammer and steel frame.

Throughout the 19th Century, internationally 
acclaimed concert pianists had begun to 
favour the rich, warm tones of the Albert 
Weber piano.  Paderewski was one such 
pianist/composer who happened to be 
Prime Minister of Poland who chose Albert 
Weber pianos as the exclusive instrument for 

use in all formal musical events.  Queen 
Elizabeth and Pope Pius XI were other well 
known aficionados of the Weber Piano.

In 1987, Young Chang of South Korea 
acquired Weber pianos and have 
continued to craft these premium quality 
instruments in Korea.

His innovative spirit meant the Albert Weber name
became so widely accepted as a piano of quality and superb 
craftsmanship that in October of 1883 his pianos were officially 
installed at the New York metropolitan opera house, the finest opera 
house in America.



One of Wagner’s greatest gifts to music was the 

Leitmotif.  Simply put, it’s a musical signature 

designed to represent a character or theme in 

an opera. Think: “Ride of the Valkyrie”.

It comes as no surprise to also learn that Wagner 

was an opinionated man when it came to 

matters of artistic expression.  In fact, he 

published several essays in his vision of a 

‘Gesamtkunstwerk’ (complete work) and his 

strong views on how it should be presented.

22 May 1812 – 13 February 1883

Richard Wagner

The unique tone and temperament of the 
Albert Weber sound is made possible through 
the use of the highest quality material sourced 
worldwide.

Moving from an iron frame as soon as 
materials permitted, Albert Weber pianos are 
born from AAA Solid Spruce from America.  
The frame is lightweight so to transmit even 
the most delicate of vibrations, yet strong 
enough to withstand the down bearing of the 
German Röslau piano wire.

The German Renner Action represents a new 

standard in speed, response, sensitivity and 
repetition.  From pianissimo to crescendo, the 
Platinum Touch Action, paired with the 
German Abel hammers with 100% virgin wool 
felt, is able to translate the emotional and 
expressive intent of the artist with consistency 
and power.



Albert Weber’s on your mind?
Rod and Robert are only a phone call away!

Rod Hancox
Rod is a trained piano tuner/technician who took 
over the family business from his father Russ a 'few' 
years ago. He will make sure you get exactly the 
right piano for your needs and won't try to sell you a 
'Ferrari' when a 'Toyota' will be more appropriate. 
When he locks up the 'yard' for the weekend he 
enjoys nothing more than a spot of trout-fishing on 
the Tongariro...

Ph 09 639 0030 or 021 924 247

Robert Hancox

Robert is a third-generation Piano Traders 
Hancox. He is our Digital Piano and Guitar 
specialist. He loves nothing more than a good 
chat so will make you feel right at home when you 
call in. If you’re in the area, pop in and try one of 
the many Martin Guitars or a Grand Hybrid digital 
piano.  His desk is at the front of the shop, so you 
can’t miss him!  He is also very handy with fixing 
broken strings, bridges and machine heads/pegs 
on your guitar, ukulele or violin.

Ph 09 639 0036 or 027 924 2478

Hilary Low

Hilary works behind the scenes and she loves 
numbers! Funny that. As that famous person once 
said: "Only accountants can save the world, 
through peace, goodwill and reconciliations.“  
Hilary is in the office on Fridays and is always happy 
to double check your account is up to date, and to 
explain those pesky statements 

Ph 09 639 0032

Do you have the urge to talk numbers and 
more numbers?  Then the only person to talk 

to is Hilary – our wonderful accountant!


