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Who is  
Blue Water® Marine Paint?

Blue Water Marine Paint has been manufacturing 
antifoulings, topside finishes, epoxy primers, marine 
urethanes since 1959. Blue Water manufactures under 
the brand name Blue Water, as well as many private 
labels for major global paint companies and distributors 
worldwide. Blue Water is also a growing company in 
the commercial marine business, supplying products 
worldwide to coastal and deep sea vessels. Blue Water’s 
R&D department is also a technology leader in copper-
free and metal-free bottom paint technologies. 

Our marine coatings are the finest in the industry, as 
our products use the highest quality raw materials, are 
high solids formulations, and are manufactured for 
yacht applications. Our marine coatings stand up to 
barnacles, blistering UV sunrays, salt water, corrosion, 
slime and wide temperature variations. 

Blue Water Marine Paint manufactures from our 
modern 60,000 square foot manufacturing facility in 
North Brunswick, New Jersey, and is available through 
our distribution network in North America.

What is Fouling?

Fouling is either Barnacles, Zebra mussels, Slime grass 
and weeds. The 3 main reasons to prevent fouling is to 
protect the hull of the watercraft, safety and to better 
speed and efficiency of the craft:

• BARNACLES: Barnacles and zebra mussels attach 
to boat bottoms to feed.

• WEED: Weed can stay attached to the hull.
• SLIME: Slime produces a syrupy type medium in 

which algae settle.

Fouling varies based on:

3 Reasons to Prevent Fouling:

• Protect Hull
• Safety of Craft
• Speed & Efficiency

PRODUCT
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• Water quality
• Temperature
• Pollution
• Inflows from rivers

• Speed of water flow
• Shade
• Water PH
• Rain



3 1999 Elizabeth Street  •  North Brunswick, NJ 08902  •  Tel:  800-628-8422  •  Fax: 732-821-8180  •  www.ipaint.us

What is Slime Control and 
Slime Control Xtra?

• Slime Control Xtra (SCX) blocks slime growth for 
a fouling free boat bottom. SCX will dramatically 
increase your bottom paint performance, adding 
both durability and longevity to your hull coatings 
application

• SPC™ - SELF POLISHING COPOLYMER is an 
antifouling technology that polishes at the perfect 
controlled rate for controlled biocide release and 
longer longevity for a fouling free boat bottom.

• SPC™ – SELF POLISHING COPOLYMER™ 
is our extraordinary technology that polishes at the 
perfectly controlled rate. SPC™ is loaded with cop-
per and our co-biocide zinc pyrithione that will dra-
matically increase your bottom paint performance, 
adding both durability and longevity to your hull 
coatings application.

How does Antifouling paint 
work?

Antifouling paints work by using biocides (chemicals) 
that slowly release during the season to repel underwa-
ter aquatic life.

What goes into our 
Antifoulings?

• Biocide – Cuprous oxide & zinc pyrithione.
• Resin – Forms the coating film. 
• Solvent – Flow and drying speed. 
• Pigment – Color and thickness.

The level of copper is a VERY IMPORTANT  
FACTOR of how antifouling paint will perform. 
This number is the percentage of copper by weight 
contained in the antifouling paint. The percentage of 
copper and the rate of release are very important on 
how long the paint will last.

Our ablative resin systems release copper biocide at 
a constant rate throughout its life, and the MORE 
AVAILABLE, the more to release.

Our epoxy ester antifoulings are hard and durable, can 
be scrubbed, and have full season protection for perfor-
mance power boats.

What does Ablative 
Antifoulings do?

It wears down like a bar soap at a controlled rate which 
results in always having fresh biocide at the surface on 
the paint. There is not build-up of coatings that will 
eventually have to be removed from the surface.

What does Hard 
Antifoulings do?

Hard Epoxy Resin Technology provides a hard hull. 
Hard antifoulings are best for powerboats, racing sail-
boats, or boats that are regularly hauled and cleaned. 
The biocide will oxidize when hauled and stored for 
the season, but can be sanded to regain antifouling 
protection. This is a full season coating for boats that 
are regularly serviced by a diver.
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Which coatings should I use?

BOOSTED ANTIFOULINGS
Added to our ablative antifoulings - zinc pyrithione to 
do its job exceptionally. Testing produced results 250 
times more effective than with copper alone.
EXAMPLES: Copper Pro SPCTM

ABLATIVE ANTIFOULINGS
Wears down like a bar of soap at a controlled rate, 
which results in always having fresh biocide at the sur-
face of the paint. There is no build-up of coatings that 
will eventually have to be removed from the surface.
EXAMPLES: Copper ShieldTM, Copper Shield  
UNOTM, New England CopperTM

HARD ANTIFOULINGS - Hard Epoxy Resin
Technology provides a hard hull, which allows full sea-
son protection and scrubbability for fast boats and boats 
that get serviced regularly by a diver.
EXAMPLES: Copper Shield HardTM

How do I choose the correct 
Antifouling?

MULTI- 
SEASON

FULL 
SEASON

• Copper ShieldTM

• KOLORTM

• Aqua ShieldTM

• Copper Pro SPCTM

• Copper Shield HardTM

• Copper Shield UNOTM

• New England CopperTM

• Shelter Island PlusTM

SHELTER ISLAND PLUS™

Metal-Free Antifouling

•  next generation in antifouling technology
•  most effective environmentally friendly 

antifouling paint available
•  completely METAL-FREE biocides resulting in 

no bioaccumulation in the environment
•  Environmentally-friendly metal 

free bottom paint
•  enhanced speed and premium performance 

against growth
•  Compatible over existing antifoulants

8241  

ROYAL BLUE

What’s the preparation 
directions for painting 
Bare Fiberglass Hulls?

Clean hull properly, then wipe with Dewaxer to re-
move all surface contamination. Sand with 80 grit, 
wipe sanding with Dewaxer. Apply 3-5 coats of Bottom 
Protect Primer. Lastly, apply at least 2-3 coats mini-
mum of antifouling paint.

What’s the preparation 
directions for painting 
Bare Aluminum Hulls?

You must first degrease and clean the surface with De-
waxer. Then you sand with 36-grit and then wipe with 
Dewaxer again. Apply at least 2 additional coats. Then 
apply 2-3 coats of Kolor Bottom Paint.

How do I know how much 
paint to buy and what is 
the theoretical coverage of 
Bottom Paint?

The quantity you need depends upon the size and type 
of your boat hull, its condition, and what paint scheme 
you choose to use. Most paints cover approximately 
400 square feet per gallon, 2 coats recommended. In 
addition, depending on surface conditions, one gallon 
of bottom paint will usually cover over 400 square feet 
of surface area when brushed or rolled.
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What are the estimated 
drying times of Blue Water 
bottom paints?

Bottom paints are designed for overcoating after an 
overnight dry. Prior to launching, allow a minimum 
time to dry overnight. If drying conditions are poor, or 
if paint was applied too thickly, longer periods of drying 
will be required. Fresh coats of paint must be thorough-
ly dry before over coating.

What is needed for yearly 
repainting of my bottom 
paint?

Scrub bottom clean at haul-out. Repaint only if old 
paint is sound and tight; if not, remove it by sanding or 
with paint remover. If old paint is rough, sand it with 
100-150 grit sandpaper. Spot coat any scuffs with anti-
fouling. Apply 2 coats of antifouling.

What are the preparation 
directions for painting bare 
aluminum hulls?

You must first degrease and clean the surface with De-
waxer. Then you sand with 36-grit and then wipe with 
Dewaxer again. Apply at least 2 additional coats. Then 
apply 2-3 coats of Kolor Bottom Paint.

What mixing or thinning is 
needed for bottom paint?

Shake or mix thoroughly and stir continuously while 
using. Thin when necessary with 974 Reducer.
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APPLICATION

14’ OUTBOARD 2 GALLONS

18’ RUNABOUT 1 QUART

20’ SAILBOAT 2 QUARTS

24’ RUNABOUT 3 QUARTS

30’ SAILBOAT 3 QUARTS

32’ CRUISER 1.5 GALLONS

36’ AUXILIARY 1.5 GALLONS

40’ CRUISER 2 GALLONS

What equipment is needed to 
do a proper application?

• 60–80 grit – Suitable for the removal of paint or to 
sand gel coat prior to the application of antifouling 
paint.

• After sanding remove sanding residue by wiping 
with a cloth that has been dampened with the 
proper solvent.

• Masking Tape – When it is necessary to mask off 
areas use a high quality clean edge masking tape, 
especially when the masking tape will be left on the 
surface for a long time. 

• Brushes – For antifouling paints use a natural bris-
tle brush but not necessarily one of as good quality 
as you would use to apply topside finishes. 

• Rollers – Most solvent resistant rollers will have a 
phenolic core and will say that they are for use with 
oil based paints or epoxies. For antifouling paint 
and epoxy primers, use a 3/8”-1/2” nap roller.

How much Antifouling Paint 
do I need?

• The amount of paint needed can be summarized:
• Length x Beam x .85 = Total
• Total / 400 square feet per gallon = Total Quantity 

Needed
• This is for 2 coats 
• 2-3 coats are recommended

What is the proper 
preparation before application 
of Antifouling Paint?

• Remove all traces of loose paint, dirt, grease, and 
sand existing paint film with 80-grit sandpaper.

• Wipe off sanding residue using a rag that has been 
dampened with 973 Dewaxer.

• Apply 2-3 coats of compatible antifouling paint.
• Paint in poor condition; Completely remove all old 

paint. Proceed with application procedures for bare 
surface.

Tips on the application of 
Antifouling Paint

3  Mechanically stir the paint thoroughly
3  Use a 3/8”-1/2” nap solvent resistant roller.  

Recommended thickness is normally achieved by the 
application of 2-3 coats.

3  Apply an extra coat of antifouling to the waterline. 
Allow paint to dry thoroughly between coats and 
prior to launch.

3  Small amounts of thinner may be required but 
should be kept to a minimum. 

3  Only apply between 50 – 85 degrees F.
3  Humidity greater than 65% may slow drying
3  Do not paint in direct sunlight or high winds
3  Surface must be dry and free from contamination
3  All products are formulated to cover 400 square feet 

per gallon
3  Read the product label thoroughly
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What is the proper system for 
below the waterline?

What are the preparation 
directions for painting Bare 
Wood Hulls?

Sand surface with 80-grit sandpaper. Then remove 
sanding residue by wiping with a rag dampened with 
Dewaxer 973. Apply the first coat of antifouling 
thinned 10% with Blue Water Reducer / Solvent 974. 
Apply at least two more coats of antifouling (un-
thinned) allowing the appropriate dry times.

What’s the preparation 
directions for painting Bare 
Steel Hulls?

You must first bring metal to a uniform bright finish 
by sandblasting with nonferrous blast media such as 
clean silica sand or grind using coarse to medium emery 
cloth. Remove blast or sanding residue with broom and 
clear air hose. Then you use Solvent wash with Dewax-
er and apply 4-5 coats of Bottom Protect Primer. Then 
you apply 2-3 coats of antifouling paint.

What causes Blistering?

Blistering is caused by the permeability of fiberglass 
resin and the damage water can do by osmosis. Osmosis 
blistering, if left alone, will sooner or later destroy the 
integrity of your boat’s hull. Often times when a fiber-
glass boat is hauled, you’ll be able to see blisters on the 
bottom. You also repair the bottom when it blisters by 
applying Bottom Protect 8000 A/B.
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BARE FIBERGLASS
•  Dewax by using 973 Dewaxer Thinner, remove dissolve wax 

at once with clean paper towels or rag- Repeat. Sand hard 
to a dull finish with 80 - 100 grit sandpaper. Fill any chips 
with trowel cement, dry hard, sand.

•  Sand with 80 grit, solvent wash with Dewaxer 973, and then 
apply 3-5 coats of Bottom ProtectTM Primer 8000A / 8000B, 
or 1-2 Coats of Bottom Shield 70TM High Build Epoxy 
Primer.

•  Apply 2-3 coats of antifouling

BARE WOOD
•  If seams are not flush, fill them with seam compound. Dry 

several days until skin forms. Do not sand. Fill nicks with 
trowel cement, dry hard, sand.

•  Apply reduced antifouling (about 10%) for 1 full coat.
•  Apply 2 - 3 coats of antifouling

BARE STEEL / ALUMINUM
•  Sandblast surface to a near white metal- remove blast 

residue with a broom and air hose. Wipe off with 973 
Dewaxer. Do not sand. Fill in any imperfections with fairing 
compound. Sand smooth and wipe clean.

•  Solvent wash with 973 Dewaxer, and then apply 3-5 coats 
of Coal Tar Epoxy 8003K or Strontium Chromate 8004K.

•  Apply 2 - 3 coats of antifouling

ANNUAL REPAINT
•  Scrub bottom clean at haul-out. Repaint only if old paint 

is sound and tight - if not remove. Sand with 80 - 120 grit 
sandpaper

•  Prepare seams, nicks and chips, spot coat any scuffs with 
antifouling

•  Apply 2 - 3 coats of antifouling
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How do I prevent and repair 
gelcoat blistering?

• Gel coat blistering is caused by degeneration within 
a fiberglass laminate, and then water enters the hull 
through the gel coat. Blisters are created, absorbing 
water like a sponge.

• Blisters vary from small pinheads to very large 
blisters. The presence of any fluid behind a blister 
indicates a potential problem. 

• Fine cracks usually form due to severe flexing or 
impact damage. Also fibers protrude through the 
gel coat.

• The application of the BOTTOM PROTECT™ 
EPOXY BARRIER COAT SYSTEM could prevent 
serious and costly structural problems in the later 
life of your boat.

What to do if gelcoat damage 
does occur

• Removal of antifouling paint, and removal of as 
much gel coat as necessary to get the hull dry.

• Drying of the hull - This is the most critical step 
in the process. If you do not get the hull dry it will 
reblister.

• Application of BOTTOM PROTECT™ 8001K 
EPOXY SEALER. Used to seal up the laminate and 
fill any cloth that has been voided of resin. 

• Application of BOTTOM PROTECT™ 8000K 
EPOXY PRIMER or BOTTOM SHIELD 70™ 
HIGH BUILD EPOXY PRIMER. Provide the wa-
ter barrier to prevent reoccurrence of damage.

Protection from gelcoat 
blistering

• Scrub the surface thoroughly with soap and water 
using a stiff brush, and flush with fresh water, and 
allow to dry.

• Dampen cheesecloth with 973 Dewaxer. Wipe 
surface thoroughly to remove all wax and contami-
nation.

• Sand the gel coat using 80 grit sandpaper. Remove 
the sanding residue using 973 Dewaxer.

• Apply 1-2 coats of BOTTOM PROTECT™ 8000K 
EPOXY SEALER. Apply 3-5 coats of BOTTOM 
PROTECT™ 8000K EPOXY PRIMER or  
BOTTOM SHIELD 70™ HIGH BUILD EPOXY 
PRIMER following over coating intervals to build 
a 10 mil thickness. If you exceed the maximum dry 
times between the last coat of BOTTOM PRO-
TECT™ 8000K EPOXY PRIMER / BOTTOM 
SHIELD 70™ HIGH BUILD EPOXY PRIMER, 
and the 1st coat of antifouling paint, sand with 80 
grit paper and apply another coat of BOTTOM 
PROTECT™ 8000K or BOTTOM SHIELD 70™.

What’s the best way to get 
a good finish with topsides 
paints?

You must lightly sand the surface and then use a good 
roller or brush. Thin when needed for proper flow and 
performance.
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Prepping & priming for 
topsidework

• Paint Finishes provide a beautiful aesthetic finish, 
and also provide protection against – sea, rain, wind 
and sun.

• Blistering UV rays will degrade the surface of 
fiberglass and prematurely age your vessel. Moisture 
can also cause as many problems for wooden vessels 
and metal boats. Clean and prepare the hull by first 
washing with soap and water and finish with fresh 
water. Then wipe the surface with a rag that has 
been dampened with 974 Reducer.

• After preparing the surface, sand with 220-320 grit 
wet-or-dry sandpaper. Remove sanding residue by 
wiping with a rag that has been dampened with 974 
Reducer. 

• Apply 1-2 coats of primer, and 2-3 coats of Finish 
Paint. Sand between coats with 320-400 grit. If the 
paint is peeling, cracking or generally showing signs 
of separations over the whole area, you need to 
remove the coating.

Applying topside paint

• Stir the paint thoroughly using a stir stick. Stir the 
can occasionally during work.

• Application methods for all paints include brush, 
roller or spray. 

• It is best to paint on warm dry mornings – cold 
weather retards the drying of paint and dampness 
will spoil the gloss.

• Brush - Long flexible bristles are best for gloss 
paints. Apply by brush, spreading with horizontal 
strokes before finishing with light vertical strokes. 

To minimize brush marks, hold the brush at a 45° 
angle.

• Roller - A good gloss can be obtained using a high 
density / small cell foam roller. This will minimize 
the formation of bubbles in the surface. It is best to 
roll in one direction and tip off in another direc-
tion.

• Thinners can be added as you work to maintain 
working viscosity. Use 974 Thinner as needed for 
proper flow and performance.

• Pour the amount you expect to use in 30 minutes 
into a separate container.

• Once topcoat painting is complete, it should be 
kept dry for at least 24 hours, and 7–10 days should 
be allowed for full curing to take place.

• Do NOT use or incorporate any flow control agents 
like Penetrol®.

Topside paint hints / tricks

3  Mega Gloss Gold™ and Mega Gloss™ can be made 
to be a non-skid texture for decks by the addition 
of Blue Water Non-Skid Additive, by adding to the 
paint and applying 2 coats. The non-skid additive 
comes in S grade regular and T grade coarse.

3  Application of a topside primer will provide addi-
tional depth of color, adhesion and durability.

3  The best method is to apply with a roller, and then 
tip off with a large brush with long flexible bristles. 

3  Use a diagonal brushing method at 45 degrees, fol-
lowed by horizontal and then vertical strokes.

3  The best roller is a solvent resistant foam roller, 
which will reduce bubbles.

3  Use a top quality fine line masking tape for good 
crisp lines and no residual glue left on the hull.

29

30

31



10 1999 Elizabeth Street  •  North Brunswick, NJ 08902  •  Tel:  800-628-8422  •  Fax: 732-821-8180  •  www.ipaint.us

Why do the majority of 
boaters paint with 1-part 
paint?

Alkyd enamels, and modifications of alkyd enamel 
technology, have been the work horse products in the 
marine industry for approximately fifty years. Generally, 
they dry reasonably fast, are easy to apply and have very 
good weathering characteristics. More alkyd enamels 
are still used than any other enamel type.

Can topside paints be applied 
to below water surfaces?

Most topside coating systems if constantly immersed or 
kept wet will tend to blister. Provided the boat is only 
put into the water for a few days then a topside coating 
can be used below the waterline.

What’s the general 
application for applying 
bottom paint to my boat?

For use on boats below the waterline, paint can be 
brushed or rolled on fiberglass, wood, steel, and previ-
ously painted surfaces. Apply at least 2 coats for best 
performance, as the life of the paint is proportional to 
the number of coats applied.

What solvent do I use for 
cleanup?

Use 974 Reducer for cleaning equipment and paint 
brushes. You can also use Xylene, which is a product 
you can buy at your local hardware store.
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What are Outdrives?

Outdrives are built out of aluminum. 
This presents compatibility issues with 
antifouling that contain cuprous-oxide. 
That is why we developed Kolor. It is 
safe to use on Aluminum.

REMEMBER: Never apply an antifouling paint 
containing cuprous-oxide to aluminum.

How do I apply paint by 
brush?

Use the largest brush possible. Long flexible bristles are 
best for gloss paints. When applying by brush a good 
technique is the “Criss-Cross” method. Paint is applied 
to the surface with a diagonal brushing action from the 
left and right. This is then spread further with horizon-
tal strokes before finally “laying off” with light vertical 
strokes. This results in any brush marks being able to 
flow out to give the best possible finish.

How do I apply paint with a 
roller and brush?

The roller is used to apply paint to the surface and 
the pad or brush is used to create a smooth surface by 
“tipping off.” This works particularly well when two 
painter’s work side by side.

How do you paint non-skid 
decks?

Mix anyone of the Mega Finishes: Perfection or Bright-
side Polyurethane finishes can be transformed into a 
non-skid deck. Once the Non-skid has been added 
to paint general application directions are followed, 
except there is no need to sand between coats.

Can I change the color of 
paint in the can?

The only way we recommend changing the color of our 
paints is to mix like paints, ie. Mixing Mega Gloss with 
Mega Gloss. We do not recommend addition of “uni-
versal” tints or pigments into our products.
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COMPANY

Blue Water® Marine Paint is 
proud to support

Blue Water Marine Paint supports marine organizations 
that support our mission statement: 

“Take an active role in the sport of boating, 
protecting the marine environment, boating safety 
and boating fun.”  

As you can see from our name and labeling, this is an 
important issue for Blue Water Marine Paint. 

Some of the the following organizations that we 
proudly support:

Mystic Seaport Museum
Center for Marine Conservation
South Street Seaport Museum
Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Monterey Bay Aquarium
Reef Relief
Animal Fund
CORAL
Florida Oceanographic Society

Marine Mammal Institute
Ocean Institute
Otter Project
Ocean Mammal Institute
Int. Oceanographic Foundation
San Diego Baykeeper
American Oceans Campaign
American Safe Boating Foundation
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