


Call it the winning combination: Products 
that appeal to an increasingly eco-
conscious consumer, but also fit the equally 
important needs of function, quality 
and price. Manufacturers who recognize 
there’s a growing market for sustainably 
made housewares are tapping affordable, 
sustainable bamboo and several other 
natural materials.
 

Housewares made of sustainable materials find a 
permanent spot at the table

By Joanne Friedrick

from niche to 
mainstream
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Jeff Delkin, owner and founder of Bambu, 
which has offices in Shanghai and Portland, 
Ore., said the company was started with 
a couple of goals in mind, including 
encouraging people “to buy differently  
and consider the impact of the products  
they buy.”
 
Although the name speaks to its bamboo 
heritage, Delkin explained: “We are not a 
bamboo company, we are merely inspired by 
a marvelous material that is the foundation of 
our company. Today our palette of materials 
has extended to hemp, organic cotton, cork, 
soy and reclaimed cedar.”
 
A foray into sustainable materials through 
the development of and improvement 
on biodegradable plant-based plastics 
was part of the mission at Full Circle, said 
Chandra Cooks, marketing director. She 
said they looked at less traditional materials 
as substitutes for plastics including loofah, 
cellulose, bamboo, plant-based plastics,  
wood fiber textiles, recycled stainless steel 
and others.
 
“It actually took us by surprise. What 
awesome, functional materials are available 

Barkeeper’s Salt Box  
by Totally Bamboo 
www.totallybamboo.com
Made of sustainable and mature timber bamboo, the Barkeeper’s Salt Box is the perfect storage 
container for salting margaritas or for garnishing martinis and other cocktails. With a 5.5-inch 
diameter, the salt box is large enough to accommodate standard margarita or martini glasses. The 
magnetic latch makes it easy to open with just one hand.

MSRP: $12.00

Ceramic and Bamboo Canisters 
by Totally Bamboo 
www.totallybamboo.com
These attractive and versatile Ceramic and Bamboo Canisters have bamboo lids to 
coordinate with the entire collection of Totally Bamboo’s cutting boards and kitchen 
utensils. They fit well within any kitchen, butler’s pantry or on a countertop. With an 
airtight seal, the canisters are perfect for storing coffees, teas, pantry staples, candies and 
even pet treats. Available are 1.25-cup, 3-cup and 6-cup sizes. The bamboo parquet lids are 
made of sustainable and mature timber bamboo.

MSRP: $12.00, $24.00, and $30.00
t
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to you when you have a can-do, thinking-
outside-the-box attitude,” she said.
 
While a manufacturer may be excited about 
the opportunities presented by bamboo and 
other sustainable or recyclable materials, 
retailers and consumers also need to be on 
board. And that has happened, Cooks said.
 
“Retailers see the value in not only carrying 
sustainable products on their shelves, but 
brands that believe in those values as a 
whole. There has been a remarkable shift 
from what was once a specialty category to 
now becoming more mainstream,” she said.
 
And design and functionality are not at 
odds in this category, either. While it can be 
more difficult to make products and source 
materials, said Cooks, “part of our philosophy 
is not creating a sustainable tool for the sake 
of being sustainable.” She said Full Circle 
doesn’t design around the material, but 
instead considers the functionality first, then 
makes it something people would be proud 
to purchase and “then we figure out how to 
make it sustainable.”

Bowls 
by EVO Sustainable Goods 
www.evogoods.com
EVO Sustainable Goods is a line of wood plastic composite kitchenware produced 
in Brazil. It is an eco-friendly alternative to plastic as it uses more than 50 percent 
Forest Stewardship Council-certified sustainably harvested Brazilian pine and about 
50 percent BPA-free polypropylene. These innovative and vibrant 10- 
and 16-ounce bowls are perfect for snacks, soups and dipping sauces. 
Sustainable and durable, the bowls are dishwasher and microwave safe 
and available in 10 colors. Also available in pre-wrapped sets of four.

MSRP: $4.99 and $5.99

t

Bamboo Knife Blocks 
by 360 Knife Block/Design Trifecta 
www.360knifeblock.com 
www.designtrifecta.com
Unlike traditional slotted blocks, these magnetic knife blocks are more 
hygienic—no mold or mildew build up in knife slots—and better for 
keeping knife blades sharp. The 360 Knife Block, with its rotating 
base, stores from six to 12 knives. It measures 7.5 inches wide and 11.5 
inches tall. It is available in Blonde and Honey Bamboo and is made in 
the United States.

MSRP: $504
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Tater Mate 
by Full Circle 
www.fullcircle.com 

The Tater Mate is an eye-removing potato scrubber made of bamboo and 
recycled plastic. The brush scrubs spuds clean while the plastic point easily 
removes potato eyes with a twist. The unit stands up for fast drying. Available 
in Green or White.

MSRP: $5.99

When asked about design and functionality, 
Delkin shared a favorite quote: “People 
ignore design that ignores people.” 
Functionality, he said, “is core to any product 
we create. Because we use only renewable 
and reclaimed materials, we design with the 
planet in mind.”
 
Delkin, who began Bambu in 2003, said 
today’s marketplace has more options, 
including plenty of me-too products and 
those of lesser quality, making it more 
challenging for retailers.
 
“Retailers are more discerning today and do 
want sustainable products to offer customers 
who are becoming more conscientious about 
the products they use and the companies 
they buy from,” he said.
 
One point of distinction for Bambu has 
been to offer certified organic bamboo. 
“Organic is more than a trend,” said Delkin. 
“It is an important ‘trust stamp’ we are able 
to associate with our products.” Even though 
organic is more common in the food arena, 
he said products used to prepare or serve 
food “should be held to the same safety and 
non-toxic standards.”

tIn a Nutshell and Neat Nut 
by Full Circle 
www.fullcircle.com 

In a Nutshell and Neat Nut both feature the scrubbing power of 
walnut shells. In a Nutshell is a double-duty sponge and walnut-
shell scrubber. It comes in a set of two. Neat Nut is a set of three 
walnut scour pads that harness the natural abrasive power of the 
walnut shell without scratching.

MSRP: $3.99
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Bamboo Spreaders 
by Bambu 
www.bambuhome.com 

Bambu’s Spreaders are hand-shaped and finished, then burnished. Made from 
a single piece of bamboo, they are designed to last for years. The 7.25-inch 
spreaders are naturally stain resistant and anti-microbial.

MSRP: $2.50

t
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Both Delkin and Cooks said their respective 
companies are looking for more materials 
that fit the sustainable model. In 2011, Full 
Circle added some walnut-based cleaning 
items. “We are always looking for cool new 
materials to work with,” said Cooks.
 
Delkin pointed to the use of reclaimed cedar 
for a serving collection, noting the beauty of 
the grain that adds to the unique character 
of the products. “We have designed using 
hemp and cork as well,” he said, but they 
keep coming back to bamboo, in large part 
because of its versatility.
 
“There is so much you can do with it,” he 
said. “You can carve it, weave it, laminate it, 
coil it, press and shape it.”

Cutting Boards 
by Bambu 
www.bambuhome.com 

Bambu offers a wide range of bamboo cutting boards that 
are lightweight, functional and attractive. From the Classic 
with its rounded edges to the two-piece Gabby Crumb Board 
with a slotted surface that allows crumbs to fall onto the tray 
below to the distinctively shaped Vintage Serving Board and 
Artisan Cutting and Serving Board, both of which feature 
handles and hanging straps for easy storage, Bambu has a 
cutting board for every need.

MSRP: $20.00 - $30.00
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