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PadLoc™ FAQs 
 
1)  Why did you guys do this? 
  

Simple. Last year Jason Moeschler, one of our Team WTB riders and also WTB’s 
Global OEM Sales Manager, broke his back during practice at EWS Winterpark from 
a slipped grip.  It is really not ok that grips slip and that people are still ok with them 
slipping.  So, Jason and our product development team made a grip that cannot slip 
it really cannot.  Turns out, it’s incredibly comfortable too. 

 
2)  I have expensive carbon bars, the last thing I want to do is jeopardize the strength of 

my bar. 
  

We have done repeated ASTM drop tests on carbon bars we have modified with the 
PadLoc Park Tool adapter (SGI-7).  The results actually improve once you modify the 
bar because grips no longer slip inward and expose the end of the handlebar – 
instead the entire end of the grip (and inner sleeve) continues to protect the 
handlebar from impact. 

 
3)  My grips don’t slip, I just tighten my lock ons. 
  

At 2014 EWS Crankworx alone, we counted 6 snapped handlebars from this very 
method of “preventing” traditional grips from slipping on traditional bars.  6 bars, 
that’s not ok.  The more aggressive the terrain, the more grips seem to need to be 
over-tightened.  With the amount of carbon bars out there, this could produce a 
widespread problem in a high stakes area of the bike – your cockpit. 

 
4)  How do I modify the handlebars I have? 
 

Park Tool is releasing the SGI-7 in November 2015.  It’s an insert that pops right into 
the Park SG 7.2 Adjustable Saw Guide, which most shops already have.  We 
recommend you take your bike to your shop where they can modify your bar with 
the SGI-7. 

 
5)  I’m a shop, how do I modify a customer’s bar? 
  

With the Park SGI-7 (available November 2015 from Park Tool) inserted into the Park 
SG 7.2 Adjustable Saw Guide (the one that fits in a vice) you have the ability to make 
an angled cut.  First mark the top-most position on both sides of your customer’s 
handlebar while it is mounted on the bike – you can use chalk, a white or silver 
marker, a pencil, whatever, just make sure it is the highest point. 
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Once you insert the bar into the Park SGI-7, you’ll see it has a guide slot. Line up the 
guide slot with your mark on the bar. Ensure that you’re cutting on the appropriate 
side of the SG 7.2 Adjustable Saw Guide (there’s a carbon cut side and an alloy cut 
side) and make your angled cut.  Repeat on the other side of the bar. 

 
6)  How are PadLoc grips supposed to be oriented? It looks like the PadLoc Wedge could 

be rotated either forward or backward toward the rider. 
 

We tested these on different riders with different preferences and different setups.  
Everybody prefers the Wedge (the wedge shaped, different color portion of PadLoc 
grips) pointed straight upward.  There is a lot of rubber on the end of PadLoc grips so 
you will still feel the benefits even if your hands are rotated further backward or 
forward. 

 
7)  Why are you forcing another standard on us? 
  

We are not.  You can modify your existing bar.  We are not ok with grips slipping, 
even if it hasn’t yet happened to you, it happens to many riders regardless of riding 
style, size, ability, type of bar or bike.  This prevents that slippage, it also is far more 
comfortable, and considering how complicated bikes become, this is a relatively 
simple fix to a high stakes problem – loss of control from the cockpit of your bike. 

 
8)  I want PacLoc grips before the Park SGI-7 is available in November 2015. 
 

Great, thank you.  SRAM is offering Truvativ Clementz Carbon 750mm 31.8 bars that 
already have cuts made and ship with our WTB Commander 30mm PadLoc grips in 
the box.  Additionally, SRAM is offering Truvativ Boobars in alloy in a 780mm width 
in a 31.8 clamp diameter also with WTB Commander 30mm PadLoc grips.  Both 
options are currently available from SRAM, the Clementz bar ships with black / 
green grips, the Boobar ships with black / grey grips. 

 
9)  Can I modify my existing bars now? 
 

No, you cannot modify your bars without the Park Tool SGI-7 and Park Tool 7.2 
Adjustable Saw Guide. WTB only recommends having a shop perform the 
appropriate cut.  The Park Tool SGI-7 should be available in November 2015. 

 
10) Is there a way to make cuts without having to make marks on handlebars? 
  

Future handlebars from SRAM / Truvativ will ship with PadLoc markings on them, 
even round handlebars that are uncut. 

 
11) When I get new handlebars, I trim the width to be narrower, how do I do this with 

the PadLoc design? 
 



20151015 

Easy, you cut the bar to the width you want, then you perform the angled cut.  
Cutting handlebars or modifying them to the width that riders prefer isn’t a new 
concept, angling the cut is the new part. 

 
WTB STRONGLY RECOMMENDS THAT YOU CHECK WITH THE BAR’S MANUFACTURER 
BEFORE MAKING ANY MODIFICATIONS THAT MAY ALTER THE PERFORMANCE OR 
SAFETY OF THE BAR IN ANY WAY. DOING SO MAY ALSO VOID ANY 
MANUFACTURER’S WARRANTY. 
 

12) Do PadLoc grips feel any different? 
 

Yes.  It’s one of those things that you have to ride.  Once you’ve ridden a set, you’re 
spoiled.  You can actually press into the handlebar with your palm as you’re lining up 
a turn, your hands and forearms somehow don’t feel so beat up or arm pumped 
after a long descent, your palms just don’t hurt, and, of course, your grips don’t slip.  
The list goes on, you really have to try them. 

 
13) Can I use other grips once I’ve cut my bar for PadLoc grips? 
 

No, once you’ve cut a bar for PadLoc grips, you cannot use any other type of grip. 
 
14) Are there other PadLoc grips than what I’ve seen? 
 

We are always working on new stuff, so there’s always stuff coming.   
 
15) What is retail on a set of PadLoc grips? 
  

$34.95 USD 
 

€ 29,95  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


