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They should think about the specific work or 
tasks involved, who might be affected and 
the amount of time/frequency that the worker 
is likely to be exposed to dust. In addition, 
they should also ensure that workers are fully 
aware of the risks posed by dust and the 
recommended courses of action in the event 
of exposure.  In addition, they should also 
ensure that workers are fully aware of the risks 
posed by dust and the recommended courses 
of action in the event of exposure. 

Control measures
Using the information gained through the 
risk assessment, managers and responsible 
persons must consider whether the health risks 
posed by dust can be reduced by redesigning 
the task, using alternative materials or opting 
for different tools/methods of working. For 
instance, can materials be cut to size off site? 
Can materials be dampened before cutting? 
Can extraction systems be used, or, as a last 
resort, could workers carry out the task using 
PPE?

Many common jobs on a construction site, 
such as the removal of old materials or the 
use of cut-off saws, produce a lot of dust. 
Accordingly, a major concern of the HSE is the 
health of construction workers’ lungs, and the 
government agency is currently undertaking 
a national programme of health inspections 
across UK construction sites to see which work 
presents the most risk.  The HSE will be looking 
for evidence that those running construction 
firms/managing construction sites and those 
responsible for working practices are fulfilling 
their legal duties, recognising the health 
risks, planning work and implementing the 
correct control measures. They have also set 
up an online Dust Hub which advises those in 
positions of responsibility and identifies the 
following processes to protect workers against 
the health risks associated with dust:  

Risk assessments
Managers should establish the type of dust 
and any potential health risks, paying particular 
attention to the location and condition of any 
existing hazardous substances such as asbestos. 

Regular reviews
Once a plan of action has been implemented, 
it is important to review this on a frequent basis. 
Construction work generally takes place in a 
dynamic environment where the task, material 
and method may be altered without consent, 
which is why regular management review is 
essential.

Examining the HSE’s Approach to 
Workplace Dust 

A major workplace hazard that often risks 
being overlooked is dust.  The HSE is currently 
undertaking a national programme of health 

inspections across UK construction sites 
to see which work presents the most risk.
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When we think about health and safety, we tend to focus on the dangers posed by more visible hazards, such as 
working at height or using equipment. However, it is just as important to look at the health risks we face at work.

Dust can contain hazardous 
substances such as asbestos, silica and 
even wood, which can cause serious 
long-term lung damage if inhaled. 

If you wish to discuss the safety 
management of dust in your 
workplace, please do not hesitate to 
get in touch with SOCOTEC’s Health 
& Safety consultancy team on 01327 
811 166 or H&S-enquiry@socotec.
com.


