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New beginning and other Papaw musings 

As 2021 is winding down and the holidays are 

coming to a close, I for one yearn for that warm 

spring day I can till my soil and smell that renewed 

earth smell.  Shortly after Christmas I start thinking 

about what I want to try next year and what I really 

need to plant.  I promise myself I will not go 

overboard, but I know I will.  Doesn’t everyone need 

30 varieties of tomato plants at least 20 varieties of 

peppers growing in their garden?  We gardeners are 

a predictable bunch! 

However; there are matters to attend to and 

depending on where you live, plants to start shortly 

after the first of the year. Now is the time to check 

those grow lights and make sure they are all working.  

Order or clean up the trays, cells, and domes to 

propagate plants for spring planting.  Get those 

onions, extreme hot pepper seeds and petunia seeds 

ordered since they take a long time to grow.   

I sanitize my trays, cells, and domes with a 10% 

solution of household bleach.  Rinse them in plain 

water thoroughly.  This will reduce the presence of 

any harmful bacteria, viruses or fungi that can infect 

the seeds or plants.  If you have ever had seedlings, 

come up and die immediately, that is most likely why. 

I have been asked many times the proper timing on 

seeding flowers and vegetables indoors.  The short 

answer is to count backwards.  For instance: onions, 

extremely hot peppers and petunias need 12-14 

weeks under lights in order to get big enough to 

plant outdoors.  Here in Indiana, we start planting 

most crops around the first of May. That means I 

need to start those seeds in mid to late January.  Not 

very far of is it.  Cabbage and broccoli need about 4-

5 weeks under lights and can be planted outside at 

the end of March locally.  They need started in late 

February.  Tomatoes and most peppers should be 

planted outside in Mid to late May when the soil is 

warmer and the night temperatures are above 50 

degrees F.  I start those indoors around mid-March. 

Extreme hot peppers need twice as long to grow 

under lights since they can take up to 30 days to 

germinate. 

Wow!  I am going to have to set down and rest just 

thinking about all of that…wonder if we have any 

more desert in the fridge to go with my cup of coffee 

while I ponder all of these chores! 

I FOR ONE YEARN FOR THAT 

WARM SPRING DAY I CAN TILL MY 

SOIL AND SMELL THAT RENEWED 

EARTH SMELL.   
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Our propagation bundle will allow a person 

with three shop lights to grow up to 128 

plants at one time.  Of course, you can 

sanitize the trays, cells and domes and 

produce many more plants in one season.  

This bundle is the best value for propagating 

plants.  CAUTION:  ALWAYS USE 

STERILE SEED STARTING MIX, 

NEVER POTTING SOIL TO START 

SEEDS. 

If you grow onions from seed make sure you 

only have the lights on 10-12 hours for long 

or intermediate day onions.  Otherwise, they 

will bulb and not vegetatively grow.  Papaw 

has made that mistake!  Also, they need 

fertilizer in the water.  Onions are fertilizer 

hogs! 

Peppers need iron sulfate in the water if the 

water has a lot of calcium or magnesium in 

it.  They love some nitrogen and a little sulfur 

as well. 

Please share your bounty with friends, 

family, and complete strangers.  You will 

be blessed. 

Papaw 

(Propagation bundle) 

(Candy intermediate onions) 

(Carolina Reaper Extreme Hot Pepper) 




