
 
Wachendorfia Varieties 

Wachendorfia is an easy plant to grow and is ideally suited to marshy or 
swampy conditions in full sun or semi-shade, but will also grow in soil that is 
not waterlogged provided it gets ample water particularly during winter and 
spring. A generous mulch of compost is also very beneficial. It is evergreen if it 
is given water all year round, but if given total summer drought it may die 
down and go dormant, but it is best not to let it dry out during summer.  

Wachendorfia is invaluable in difficult permanently wet areas, is an attractive 
addition to the water garden where it can be planted at the waters edge or 
where the water overflows, and it makes an excellent backdrop to the 
herbaceous border. It looks good mixed with Dietes bicolor, the yellow wild iris, 
and provides an interesting colour combination when mixed with the blue 
flower spikes of Aristea major. 

In a water garden or permanently wet area, it can be used with a variety of 
other plants also suited to this environment, like: Elegia capensis, Cyathea 
dregei (tree fern), Zantedeschia aethiopica (arum lily), Watsonia meriana, 
Cyperus papyrus (papyrus) etc. It multiplies rapidly and can be left undisturbed 
for several years without flowering being adversely affected. Wachendorfia 
thyrsiflora is not hardy to severe frost, but should be able to survive outdoors in 
USDA Zone 10 (-1oC / 30oF minimum), possibly even Zone 9 (-7oC / 20oF 
minimum) if it is given a protected spot. It is not subject to any serious pests or 
diseases. 

Propagation of Wachendorfia is by seed and division. 

Seed is sown in autumn, in deep (minimum 10 cm) trays in any good seedling 
mix and kept permanently moist. Seedlings will be ready for transplanting at 
the beginning of their third season, when they can be potted into individual 



pots/bags or planted into the garden. Flowering can be expected from their 
fourth season. 

Wachendorfia multiplies rapidly, new rhizomes are produced annually and it 
also has the ability to send out stolon-like outgrowths from the main rhizome, 
sometimes extending sideways for up to several metres, which are able to form 
new plants at the tip. Clumps are best divided after the flowering period in 
early summer and replanted immediately.  
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