
 

Tatume Squash 

Plant your squash as soon as all danger of frost has passed and the soil has 
begun to warm. Most people recommend building a mound in the bed and 
then placing three seeds about an inch deep in the top of the mound. Once the 
true leaves form, pinch off the smallest of the three seedlings. After the 
remaining two plants get about six inches, remove the least vigorous of the 
two. Planting in this manner will greatly increase your chances of getting a 
healthy plant in each mound. 

Have you ever wondered why the recommended way to plant squash (and 
cucumbers, watermelons, cantaloupes and pumpkins) is in a mound? Cucurbits 
are planted in mounds because they hate wet feet! They need good drainage 
to thrive. Since the mound is raised and more loosely packed than the under-
laying soil, it drains quicker. This drainage requirement is why the big melon-
producing areas of the South are located in places that have very sandy soil. If 
your garden plot is sandy or drains well because it is thoroughly worked with 
organic material, you can skip the mound-building process and plant your 
cucurbits directly in the ground. 

Whether you grow from seeds or transplants, be prepared for rapid vine 
growth, put it in a place that allows it room to grow since it is not uncommon 
for it to send out 12-foot vines in all directions. 

The rapid rate of vine growth slows noticeably once the blooms start. Since 
‘tatume’ creates such a large plant, it produces a lot of flowers. These flowers 
are full of pollen that is irresistible to bees. When in bloom, your garden will 
literally be “abuzz” with the sound of all of the bees that are working the 
“squash blossoms.” This is a good thing. Without pollinators, the pollen from 
the male plant will not reach the female flowers. 

 



Lack of good pollination causes a very common problem in squash called 
“drop.” If you see small fruits beginning to develop normally and then they just 
fall off of the vine, you are suffering from drop. Drop usually occurs in gardens 
exposed to pesticides. Unfortunately, many of the pesticides used to control 
common garden pests either kill or repel bees. To reduce the effects of the 
pesticides on bees, apply them in the late afternoon. Bees are most active in the 
morning, so an afternoon spray will allow the smell and effects of the pesticide 
to dissipate before the bees come to do their work for the day. 

If you want to ensure good pollination without bees, you can pollinate your 
squash by hand. Since squash produce large amounts of fairly large pollen, they 
are very easy to pollinate by hand. Squash plants (and all cucurbits for that 
matter) produce both male and female flowers. The male and female flowers 
are very easy to identify. Female flowers have a miniature fruit beginning to 
develop under the flower. If you see no fruit, then the flower is male. To hand 
pollinate, pick a male flower from the plant and remove all of the petals. You 
will be left with a stem and the pollen-covered stamen. Use the stamen as a 
paint brush to apply the pollen to the pistol inside the female flower. 

After pollination, the plant begins to set fruit. The fruit of the ‘tatume’ is round 
or oblate in shape. The skin of the fruit is striped green and resembles a small 
watermelon or pumpkin in immature form. The fruits develop quickly. Once you 
find a small fruit in all of that foliage, it is a good idea to keep an eye on it. If it is 
receiving ample water, it will go from the size of the end of your finger to 
harvest size in about a week. It is best to pick ‘tatume’ when it is about the size 
of a baseball. If allowed to grow bigger than this, the seeds begin to get firm 
and make the flesh a lot less fun to eat. 
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