
 
Tansy 

Care should be given to tansy placement as it spreads easily, both by rhizomes 
and self-seeding. Cutting spent blooms before the seeds fall should keep self-
seeding to a minimum. Some gardeners prefer the fern-like foliage to the 
flowers anyway and shear off the flowering stems before they bloom. 

Common tansy seeds are believed to be viable for just one season. Seeds can be 
planted near the surface in the autumn and may require a month of cold. The 
germination rates increase if the seeds are planted in the spring but they will 
still need cold stratification. 

Growing tansy seedlings prefer open areas with little other established 
vegetation and high amounts of light. Some scientists have seen a correlation 
between tansy growth and newly disturbed ground. Its preference is for moist, 
but well-drained, fertile soil in full sun. 

TANSY USES: 

Tansy is most frequently grown as an ornamental garden plant, for its ability to 
add potassium into the soil, as a biologic insect repellent/attractant and as a 
companion plant. It is used by textile artists as a natural dye and dried for floral 
arrangements. 

Tansy leaves have a bitter taste that were once used to flavour puddings, 
omelettes, salads, stews and other dishes but it is rarely used for that purpose 
today. Tansy should only be used in small amounts otherwise it may cause 
stomach upset. Most recommend not allowing pets and livestock to ingest 
tansy though some scientists note that cattle and other grazing animals eat 
young tansy plants without noticeable side-effects. (Better to keep them away 
than find out the hard way they cannot tolerate tansy.) 
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