
 
Sambucus Canadensis 

Tolerates most soils, including chalk, but prefers a moist loamy soil. Grows well 
in heavy clay soils. Tolerates some shade but is best in a sunny position. 
Tolerates atmospheric pollution and coastal situations.  A very hardy plant, 
when dormant it tolerates temperatures down to about -34°c. The flowers have 
a muscatel smell. A fast-growing but short-lived plant, it often forms thickets by 
means of root suckers. It is occasionally cultivated for its edible fruit, there are 
several named varieties, though these have mainly been developed for their 
ornamental value. Yields of up to 7kg of fruit per tree have been recorded. 
Plants in this genus are notably resistant to honey fungus. 

PROPAGATION: 

Seed - best sown as soon as it is ripe in the autumn in a cold frame, when it 
should germinate in early spring. Stored seed can be sown in the spring in a 
cold frame but will probably germinate better if it is given 2 months warm 
followed by 2 months cold stratification first. Prick out the seedlings into 
individual pots when they are large enough to handle. If good growth is made, 
the young plants can be placed in their permanent positions during the early 
summer. Otherwise, either put them in a sheltered nursery bed, or keep them in 
their pots in a sheltered position and plant them out in spring of the following 
year. Cuttings of half-ripe wood, 7 - 10cm with a heel, July/August in a frame. 
Cuttings of mature wood of the current season's growth, 15 - 20cm with a heel, 
late autumn in a frame or a sheltered outdoor bed. Division of suckers in the 
dormant season. 
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