
 
Prunus Serotina – Black Cherry 

Gather about a handful of sphagnum peat moss, or approximately 1 to 1-1/2 
cups. Pour water over the moss to dampen it, then squeeze out any excess 
water. 

Put the sphagnum peat moss into a lidded plastic container or zipper-style 
plastic bag. Set the cherry seeds into the moss and seal the bag or container 
closed. 

Store the bag or lidded container in a refrigerator that has the temperature set 
to between 33 and 41 degrees Fahrenheit for four months. Mist the moss with 
water as often as needed so the black cherry seeds remain in a moist 
environment. Remove the cherry seeds from the sphagnum peat moss after the 
four months have passed. 

PLANTING BLACK CHERRY TREE SEEDS: 

Dampen a good quality seed starting mix until it's just slightly moist feeling 
when touched. 

Scoop or pour out the dampened seed starting mix into 1-gallon plastic pots to 
fill each to about 3/4 inch from the top of the rim. 

Make one or two 1/2-inch holes in the middle of the 1-gallon pot using your 
finger, a chopstick or a pencil. Make sure every hole is also wide enough to 
accommodate each cherry seed. 

Plant one cherry tree seed into each planting hole, then scoop 1/2 inch of seed 
starting mix over each seed. 

Situate the planting pots in a location that offers protection from wind and 
direct sun. A good location will offer some shade, which will help keep the 
black cherry tree seeds moist. Never allow the soil in the pots to dry out fully--



pour in small amounts of water as often as needed to keep the seeds moist. 
Black cherry tree seeds will often complete germination in 2 to 3 weeks. 

Transfer the pots to a brightly-lit area as soon as the cherry tree saplings are 
about 3/4 inch tall. You can transplant the cherry tree saplings into the ground 
once they are about 1 foot tall. 
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