
 
Picea Smithiana 

Picea smithiana is an evergreen Tree growing to 30 m (98ft) by 6 m (19ft) at a 
slow rate. 

It is hardy to zone 7 and is not frost tender. It is in leaf 12-Jan, and the seeds 
ripen from Oct to November. The flowers are monoecious (individual flowers 
are either male or female, but both sexes can be found on the same plant) and 
are pollinated by Wind. 

Suitable for: light (sandy), medium (loamy) and heavy (clay) soils and can grow 
in nutritionally poor soil. Suitable pH: acid, neutral and basic (alkaline) soils and 
can grow in very acid soils. 

It cannot grow in the shade. It prefers moist soil. The plant can tolerates strong 
winds but not maritime exposure. 

It cannot tolerate atmospheric pollution. 

Seed - stratification will probably improve germination so sow fresh seed in the 
autumn in a cold frame if possible. Sow stored seed as early in the year as 
possible in a cold frame. A position in light shade is probably best. Seed should 
not be allowed to dry out and should be stored in a cool place. Prick out the 
seedlings into individual pots when they are large enough to handle and grow 
them on in the greenhouse or cold frame for their first winter. They can be 
planted out into their permanent positions in early summer of the following 
year, or be placed in an outdoor nursery bed for a year or so to increase in size. 
They might need protection from spring frosts. Cuttings of semi-ripe terminal 
shoots, 5 - 8cm long, August in a frame. Protect from frost. Forms roots in the 
spring. Cuttings of mature terminal shoots, 5 - 10cm long, September/October 
in a cold frame. Takes 12 months. Cuttings of soft to semi-ripe wood, early 
summer in a frame. Slow but sure. 
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