
 
Pharnaceum 

Feeding is essential for the maintenance of good healthy plants and active 
plant growth. Regular applications of organic seaweed derived fertilizer will 
give good results without causing damage to the plants or losses. Controlled 
release fertilizers such as osmocote or horticote, which release food on warm 
days in the presence of water, have proved very effective providing that they 
are low in phosphates and not too much fertilizer is applied to the medium. 
Follow instructions provided with the product or apply twenty or thirty 
granules per plant in autumn and spring. Kelpac is also very useful as a 
stimulant of root growth and for relief of stress caused by heat stress or root 
disturbance. 

Pharnaceum is easily grown from seed or cuttings. A suitable sowing medium 
consists of two parts acidic river sand : two parts composted pine bark : one 
part loam. Seedlings germinate after six weeks and are delicate in their early 
stages. Particular care should be taken to water gently and to protect the 
seedlings from direct sunlight. Seedlings may be planted out into individual 
bags or pots once they have grown to a height of at least 1 cm, but only 
planted out in the garden once they have grown to about 10 cm. Planting 
should preferably be done in autumn or winter, but they may be planted at 
other times of the year providing that they are well cared for and watered 
during the hot months.  

Vegetative propagation should be done using proper rooting facilities, i.e. 
overhead misting and heating from below. These facilities are unfortunately 
not available to most amateur growers. The best time to root cuttings is in 
autumn or spring. Fresh actively growing thin shoots taken as heel cuttings 
and treated with rooting hormone for semi-hardwood material give best 
results. Roots may develop after eight weeks and are very fine and delicate. 



Rooted plants should be hardened off away from the mist unit for a few weeks 
before the cuttings are planted out.  
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