
 
Petunia Colorama - Petunia - Annual Plant 

Petunias do best in full sun, but can handle partial shade, especially in hotter 
areas. They are very slow to grow from seed. Begin at least 10 to 12 weeks 
before planting out date. Petunia seed needs light to germinate, so don’t cover 
the seed. Sprinkle it on top of the soil and pat lightly, for good contact. They 
also prefer warmer temperatures for germination. Start the seeds on heating 
pads or on top of your refrigerator. Once the seed has germinated, move them 
from the warm area and let them grow on in the cooler temperatures.  

Although petunias like cool weather, they are not frost tolerant. Wait until all 
danger of frost is past before planting your petunias outdoors.  

When planting, pinch the seedling back to encourage more branching and a 
fuller plant. How far back to pinch depends on the plant. If it is a short, stocky 
seeding, just pinch and inch or less. If the seedling has gotten gangly, you can 
pinch back by half.  

Petunias will tolerate a range of soil pH. They don’t like to be dry for long 
periods, but they also don’t like wet feet.  

MAINTENANCE:  

Older varieties of petunias require diligent deadheading or they will stop 
blooming. This is not always a pleasant task, since the foliage is sticky and 
blossoms that have been rained on turn to slimy mush.  

Even the newer varieties that say they don’t require deadheading will benefit 
from a pinching or shearing mid-season. When the branches start to get long 
and you can see where all the previous flowers were along the stem, it’s time to 
cut them back and refresh the plant.  



Monthly feeding or foliage feeding will give your petunias the energy to stay in 
bloom. But be judicious with water and make sure the soil is well drained. Too 
much water will cause the plants to become ‘leggy’, with lots of stem and few 
flowers.  

PROBLEMS:  

Petunias are usually carefree growers although they can get pummelled by 
rain.  
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