
 
Partridge Pea 

Partridge Peas, Cassia Fasciculata, have many uses for a variety of settings. 
Some of these include: wildlife habitat improvement, erosion control, 
recreational area plantings and roadside improvements. Partridge pea seed is 
one of the major food sources of quail species and other birds since the pea 
itself remains in good condition throughout the winter and early spring 
providing nourishment. Partridge pea seeds are high in phosphorus content 
and protein value, and low in crude fibre and lignin making digestibility 
generally high. Flower seeds of this legume are also eaten by the greater and 
lesser prairie-chicken, ring-necked pheasant, mallard, grassland birds, deer, 
turkey, dove, pheasant, rabbit, and quail. Partridge peas often grow in dense 
stands, producing litter and plant stalks that furnish cover for upland game 
birds, small mammals, small non-game birds, and waterfowl. 

Partridge pea is considered an important honey plant, often occurring where 
few other honey plants are found. The Partridge Pea is quite attractive in 
regards to both its foliage and flowering habit, and can provide quick bloom 
during the first year of a wild flower garden. This flowering plant can be used 
along road banks and stream banks to control erosion. The preference is full 
sun and average to dry conditions. The soil can contain sand, loam, gravel, or 
clay, to which this plant will add nitrogen. It favors poor soil because of 
reduced competition from other plants. Partridge Pea is easy to grow, but can 
spread readily in dry, open situations. It's not usually bothered by disease and is 
easily grown from flower seeds. Partridge Pea grows wild throughout the 
midwest, eastern, and southern United States in zones 3 to 9. 

Season: Annual 

USDA Zones: 3 - 9 

Height: 12 - 24 inches 



Bloom Season: Mid-summer to fall 

Bloom Color: Yellow 

Growth Rate: Fast 

Environment: Full sun 

Soil Type: Sand, loam, gravel, or clay 

Foliage Color: Light green 

PLANTING DIRECTIONS: 

Temperature: 55F 

Average Germ Time: Up to 100 days 

Light Required: Yes 

Depth: 1/4 inch 

Sowing Rate: 1/2 lb per 1,000 square feet 

Moisture: Keep seed moist until germination 

Plant Spacing: If planting in rows, 3 feet apart 
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