
 
Nandina Domestica 

Heavenly bamboo often require planting in large, deep pots, preferably 12-16 
inches or larger. Cultivate the plants for about 60 days before they germinate. 
Once your plants are ready for transfer, clear out a space in your garden area 
for this plant to grow. Look for a position in the garden that is in bright, 
indirect sunlight, preferably shining from the East to the West. Once you have 
cultivated the area, place the plants roughly 4-6 feet apart. The plants will grow 
to about 8-10 feet high. Place the bottom of the plants between 6-8 inches 
deep and lightly pack the soil around the base. Try to use a soil that retains 
water but also drains well. You do not want the plants to drown and not grow. 

Once planted, allow the plants to establish ground roots before you begin 
fertilizing the area like you do in other parts of your garden. Keep the soil 
evenly moist and try not to over-water the area. Keeping the soil as evenly 
moist as possible works best and you should try to use warm water. The stems 
of the bamboo will reach sizes of about 1 - 1 1/2 inches thick. 

Feed your bamboo every 2 weeks from the springtime through fall. Try to use a 
water-soluble fertilizer or one that is a granular slow-release. Slow-release 
fertilizer allows the feeding to continue year-round. It is best to grow this plant 
against a brick wall and in moist, well-drained soil. This plant is actually resilient 
to insects, so you will have minimum worry about infestation. 

Heavenly bamboo is known to be very invasive to other native plants. It 
spreads its roots outward and causes other plants to die off. The plant can lose 
its leaves at 10 degrees F, and will die back to the ground at 0 degrees F. The 
resiliency of this plant is excellent, as it can quickly recover by the following 
season. 
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