
 
Monkey Puzzle 

Fill a plastic bucket about halfway with warm water. 

Pour your monkey puzzle seeds into the water. Let them soak for about 48 
hours. Discard the seeds that still float after 48 hours; they are unlikely to 
germinate. The rest are ready to grow. 

Put some rich potting soil into a seed tray. Fill the entire tray and do not pack 
down the soil. This ensures that the monkey puzzle seeds can push their roots 
into the soil. 

Push each seed halfway into the soil so that you can still see the top of each 
seed. Plant each seed in its own well in the seed tray. 

Water until the soil is moist but not soaked; soaking will drown the seeds. Wait 
for the soil to feel dry to the touch before you water again. 

Place the seed tray in a warm, sunny area. The tray should get direct sunlight 
for about three hours each day. Give them bright indirect light for the rest of 
the day. 

Transplant the seedlings when they reach about 3 inches in height. Fill a pot 
for each plant up to about 2 inches below the rim with the same type of soil 
you used in the seed tray. Dig a hole in each pot about 1 inch deeper and three 
times as wide as the seedlings' root balls. 

Untangle the roots of each seedling gently after removing it from the tray. 
Place each seedling in its own hole and cover the roots with soil. Press the soil 
down very lightly. 

Water until the soil is moist but not soaked, and place your monkey puzzle 
seedlings in a sunny area no cooler than 60 degrees Fahrenheit. 
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