
 
Mimetes cucullatus 

Mimetes cucullatus is a rewarding garden plant, giving colour all year round 
and forming a neat, compact shrub. Grow it in a sunny position in sandy, well-
drained, acidic soils. Give it plenty of water during autumn-winter-spring and 
moderate amounts during summer, making sure that the water drains away. 
Feed it with well-rotted compost and/or low-dose or slow-release fertilizers, 
preferably organic, and steer clear of manures and other strong fertilizers. 
When in doubt, plant fynbos plants on a slope in an area that gets some degree 
of air movement. Being a re-sprouter, Mimetes cucullatus responds well to hard 
pruning. Older, established plants can be rejuvenated and flowering 
encouraged by being pruned back to the base; they will re-sprout vigorously. 

This mimetes is a colourful addition to any garden, it is a good choice for the 
fynbos garden and an excellent plant for the coastal garden. It can also be 
grown in large containers. It is not suited to very cold climates, but should 
survive short periods of cold, from -1 to -3 o C. 

Mimetes cucullatus can be propagated by seed or cuttings.  

Seed is best sown in late summer to autumn, when the changes in temperature 
between the hot days (18-23 oC ) and cold nights (8-10 oC ) act as the trigger for 
germination to occur. Good nursery hygiene is essential, use a sterile medium 
and dust the seed with a fungicide to prevent pre- and post-emergence fungal 
infections.  

Cuttings from new growth can be taken in spring or autumn and should be 
treated with a rooting hormone and placed on heated benches with overhead 
mist spray. Rooted cuttings should be hardened off away from the mist spray 
before being potted up. 
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