
 
Longan Fruit 

It is a tropical fruit tree native to China. The Longan is a dense, rounded tree 
that can grow up to 40 feet tall. With care and protection from the wind, the 
Longan tree can be successfully grown in tropical and subtropical climates. 

PLANTING: 

Longan trees can be grown from seeds, but hybrid seed sources will not 
produce fruit. If fruit is desired, you must use a non-hybrid seed source. Planted 
from seed, your tree may take up to seven years to produce fruit. 

Longan trees should be planted in the late spring after all danger of frost is 
past. Newly planted trees need water daily for the first few weeks until they're 
established. Afterward, they need to be watered only when there is no rain for 
an extended period of time. 

LOCATION AND SOIL: 

Longan tree need full sun and organically rich, moist soil with good drainage. 
Trees in shaded areas will not produce fruit. Longan trees also need protection 
from the wind. New growth is very delicate and can be damaged in even a 
moderate wind of 15 miles per hour. 

Longan trees prefer an acidic soil. Longans will grow in a pH range of 5.5 to 7.5 
but do best in the more acidic range of 5.5 to 6.5. 

FERTILIZER: 

Longan trees do best with natural organic fertilizers made from compost, 
seaweed or kelp. Artificial fertilizers can easily burn the tree roots and kill the 
natural food web organisms, such as earthworms, that live in the soil. 
Earthworms are beneficial to the Longan tree soil and should be added if they 
are not already present. 



Compost provides a natural and readily accessible source of nitrogen. Fully 
composted manure can be used, but not raw manure. Mulching also supplies 
some organic components to the soil. 

PRUNING: 

Newly planted Longan trees need to be pruned to remove excess foliage and 
help the root system adapt to the move. Removing foliage promotes lush 
growth. Pruning after harvest stimulates new growth and increases fruit 
production in the following years. 
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