
 

Liquorice Plant 

Soak the seeds for at least 24 hours in lukewarm water and then sow seeds in 

seed starting mix. Sow the seeds at a depth of 1cm. Cover the seeds with soil 

and keep it evenly moist until the seeds germinate. Germination occurs within 

two weeks. Optimum germination ranges around 20 C. Leave space of 60cm 

between each plant. 

Divide the licorice plant in spring or autumn. Every division must have about 

one growth bud. If are dividing the plant in the (autumn, divisions must be 

replanted immediately or you can also store them in clamps for spring planting. 

Choose a large pot (at least 20 cm) of a light colour so that the temperature 

does not rise too much for the roots. Make a mixture of 1 parts sand 1 part 

compost and 1 part loam. In colder zones keep the pot indoors during winter. 

This shrub needs to be in a location that is sunny to grow properly but if you’re 

growing licorice in tropics, plant it in on a location that receives shade in the 

afternoon. 

A soil that is light and rich in humus facilitates the harvesting of the roots and 

maintains moisture. It prefers slightly sandy soil that is well draining but retains 

moisture with neutral to slightly alkaline pH levels. 

Growing licorice requires regular and abundant watering during the growing 

period. Regular and deep watering is required to keep the soil slightly moist all 

the time. In winter, watering should be reduced. 

Mulch is required to retain the moisture in the soil. 

Licorice doesn’t need fertilizer. Although, if the soil is poor, mix compost at the 

time of planting or mulch around the base of plant with compost. 



It prefers average temperature around 15 to 30 C. Frost, high winds or too 

warm temperature can damage the plant. 

It usually remains pests and diseases free. Spider mites may invade the foliage, 

particularly in dry summers. Spraying the foliage with water helps to prevent 

them. Powdery mildew, slugs, and caterpillars can be a problem too. 

Licorice roots are ready for harvest after two years of planting. Harvest the 

plant in autumn. Extract the horizontal roots with a sharp spade and replant 

the plant so that it will regrow again. Preserve the main roots so as not to 

damage the plant. 

Once dried, the licorice roots can be kept for several months. 
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