
 

Liquidambar styraciflua 

Soak the liquidambar seeds in a bowl of water overnight. Lay them to dry on a 

sheet of newspaper while preparing containers. 

Fill 3-inch starter pots with sterile seed-starting compost. Leave the top 1/2 inch 

of each starter pot empty. Sow one liquidambar seed in each pot. Press it onto 

the surface of the compost. Cover the seed with a 1/4-inch-thick layer of coarse 

sand. Mist the sand heavily to settle it. 

Wrap each starter pot in a clear plastic sandwich bag. Store the pots inside the 

refrigerator for one month to cold stratify the seeds. Mist the seeds whenever 

the compost and sand feel barely damp just beneath the surface. 

Move the starter pots into a lightly shaded, insulated cold frame or indoors near 

a large window after the cold stratification period has ended. Warm the pots to 

70 degrees Fahrenheit using a greenhouse heating mat. Turn off the mat at 

night. 

Continue to water the liquidambar seeds whenever the compost feels barely 

moist just beneath the surface. Use a spray bottle to irrigate the seeds, since a 

heavier stream of water will dislodge them from the soil. 

Watch for the first liquidambar seedlings in two to four weeks. Remove the 

greenhouse heating mat after the seeds germinate. Transplant the seedlings 

into individual 8-inch nursery containers filled with potting soil four weeks after 

germination. 

Grow the liquidambar seedlings in a bright, sheltered location outdoors with 

morning and afternoon sun. Provide 1 to 2 inches of weekly water during the 

summer months. Acclimate them to direct sunlight over the course of one week 

in late summer. 



Transplant the liquidambars into the ground in autumn after the first rainfall. 

Choose a sunny planting site with fairly moist, fast-draining soil. Provide 

supplemental water in dry weather during their first year in the ground. 
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