
 
Leucadendron Laureolum 

Leucadendron laureolum needs a sunny spot in well-drained soil. It is wind-
tolerant, drought-tolerant when established, and thrives in nutrient-poor soils. 
It is well suited to fynbos gardens, Mediterranean gardens, coastal gardens, 
rockeries as well as gardens on sandy flats. It is also a good candidate for 
gardens where species of the protea family that need acidic soil have failed, as 
it tolerates a wider range of soil types than many other species. It is a large 
shrub, and thus needs about 2-4 m of space to develop to its full, rounded size. 

Keep root disturbance to a minimum. The roots of proteaceous plants are very 
susceptible to fungal infection, so try not to break them by digging around the 
base of the plant inside the drip-line, rather put down a thick layer of mulch 
once or twice a year, e.g. in autumn and in spring, and leave them undisturbed. 
Proteas are light feeders with sensitive root systems that are adapted to very 
nutrient-poor soils and will be killed by strong fertilisers and manure. 

Leucadendron laureolum is easily raised from seeds sown in autumn. Sow in 
sterile, well-drained soil, press the seeds into the surface and cover with clean 
sand or fine-milled bark and keep moist but not wet. Seeds germinate in 4-8 
weeks. Treating the seed with a fungicide increases the number of surviving 
seedlings. Transplant into individual containers filled with well-drained soil mix 
as soon as the first pair of true leaves has developed. Grow on for a year before 
planting out into the garden. 

This species can also be propagated by semi-hardwood cuttings taken from the 
current season's growth, in autumn or spring. Remove the leaves from the 
basal third of the cutting, treat with a rooting hormone, and place in well-
drained rooting medium under intermittent mist with bottom heat of 24 °C. 
Rooting takes about 6 weeks; harden off for 3 weeks and transplant into 
individual containers filled with well-drained soil. 
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