
 
Lamb’s Ears 

Begin in early spring by deciding where you want to place the plants, an 
edging along a walkway or a shaped patch in a garden would be ideal. Use a 
shovel to mark out the boundaries of this area in the soil or grass. 

Clear the area with a shovel and hoe, pulling up the grass and uprooting any 
weeds you may find. 

Use a shovel to dig up the first 4 or 5 inches of soil across the entire area and 
place it in a wheelbarrow. The soil must be prepared to meet the needs of the 
lamb’s ear to ensure you will get the best possible results. Mix the soil up with 
plenty of sand and peat moss. This will lighten the soil and allow it to drain 
more quickly. Throw in a generous portion of time released solid fertilizer to 
take care of the plants’ needs for the next few years. 

Lay half of the soil back down in an even layer. Distribute seeds across the soil, 
scattering them widely like you were placing grass seeds, though not in such 
high amounts. Throw the rest of the soil over the top of the seeds. 

Use a rake to spread an inch thick layer of mulch over the top of the soil to 
prevent weeds taking root while you wait for the lamb’s ear to grow. This layer 
will also protect fully grown lamb’s ear from mildew problems and possible slug 
damage later on. 

Water the mulch lightly and do so regularly every 3 or 4 days. Lamb’s ear is very 
drought resistant but also very prone to damage from being overwatered so 
make sure to water sparingly. You should have sprouts in six weeks and 
healthy juvenile plants by the end of the summer. The lamb’s ear will have fully 
matured by the middle of the next spring and will begin to propagate 
themselves to fill in any gaps where other plants did not sprout. 
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