
 
Key Lime 

Sow the key lime seeds in individual 4-inch pots filled with a sterile, fast-
draining growing mix made up of equal parts seed compost, perlite and 
horticultural sand. Sow them at a depth of 1/2 inch. 

Place the pots inside a lightly shaded greenhouse or indoors near a south-
facing window. Arrange the pots on a germination mat that is set to 80 
degrees Fahrenheit. Cover the pots with a clear plastic propagation dome or a 
sheet of plastic wrap. 

Maintain constant, light moisture in the top 1 inch of growing mix. Water with 
a spray bottle to prevent the growing mix from becoming saturated. Always let 
the top 1/4 inch dry out between waterings. 

Lift the propagation dome for 20 to 30 minutes every day and whenever 
condensation forms on the inside. This allows trapped moisture to evaporate. 
Poke holes in the plastic wrap, if you are using it instead of a propagation 
dome. Watch for germination in two to six weeks after sowing. 

Keep the pots warm with the germination mat for one month after 
germination. Lift the propagation dome once the seedlings unfurl their first 
leaves. 

Grow the key lime seedlings under warm, sheltered conditions until mid-spring, 
or once daytime temperatures reach 70 F and night time temperatures stay 
reliably above 55 F. 

Transplant the key lime seedlings into larger nursery containers, filled with 
citrus-formula potting soil, once they are 2 inches tall. Grow them outdoors 
with limited afternoon sun until late summer. 



Acclimate the key limes to direct sun for two weeks in late summer. Transplant 
them into a permanent bed or large container in autumn, when the weather is 
slightly cool and moist. 
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