
 
Taxus Cuspidata – Japanese Yew 

Taxus cuspidata is an evergreen Tree growing to 10 m (32ft) by 10 m (32ft) at a 
slow rate. 

 It is hardy to zone 6 and is not frost tender. It is in leaf 12-Jan, and the seeds 
ripen from Sep to November. The flowers are dioecious (individual flowers are 
either male or female, but only one sex is to be found on any one plant so both 
male and female plants must be grown if seed is required) and are pollinated by 
wind. The plant is not self-fertile.  

CULTIVATION DETAILS: 

Thrives in almost any soil, acid or alkaline, as long as it is well-drained. Succeeds 
in dry soils. Very shade tolerant. The dormant plant is hardy to about -35°c but 
it requires more summer heat and humidity than T. baccata and is rarely more 
than a shrub in Britain. Young shoots can be damaged by late spring frosts. The 
foliage may turn reddish-brown in cold winters. There are several named 
varieties selected for their ornamental value. Plants produce very little fibrous 
root and should be planted in their final positions when still small. Plants in this 
genus are notably resistant to honey fungus. Dioecious. Male and female plants 
must be grown if fruit and seed is required. Female plants fruit freely in Britain 
if they are pollinated. 

PROPAGATION: 

Seed - can be very slow to germinate, often taking 2 or more years. It is best 
sown as soon as it is ripe in the autumn when it should germinate 18 months 
later. Stored seed may take 2 years or more to germinate. 4 months warm 
followed by 4 months cold stratification may help reduce the germination time. 
Harvesting the seed 'green' (when fully developed but before it has dried on 
the plant) and then sowing it immediately has not been found to reduce the 
germination time because the inhibiting factors develop too early. Prick out the 



seedlings into individual pots once they are large enough to handle and grow 
them on in pots in a cold frame. The seedlings are very slow-growing and will 
probably require at least 2 years of pot cultivation before being large enough 
to plant out. Any planting out is best done in late spring or early summer, after 
the last expected frosts. Cuttings of half-ripe terminal shoots, 5 - 8cm long, 
July/August in a shaded frame. Should root by late September but leave them 
in the frame over winter and plant out in late spring.  High percentage. 
Cuttings of ripe terminal shoots, taken in winter after a hard frost, in a shaded 
frame. 
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