
 
Italian Cypress 

Create a soil mixture of three parts potting soil, one-half part loam and one-half 
part builder's sand. Mix together thoroughly, and place in a small pot. Use a 
single container for each seed, so that the roots do not tangle. At first you can 
use very small pots, but as the seedlings get bigger, you will need to transplant 
them to larger containers. 

Place the cypress seeds into the soil during the late winter indoors. Cover the 
seeds with 1/4- to 1/2-inch of soil. Water the soil until just saturated.  

Continue to water the seeds when the soil dries out. If the top inch of the soil is 
dry, then you can water the seeds again. Do not water the seeds if there is a 
threat of frost in the near future. If the water in the soil freezes, then the seeds 
could die. Continue this watering pattern for one to two months, or until after 
the last frost. 

Move the seedlings to a larger pot once they sprout three to four leaves each. 
Carefully transplant the seedlings to a larger pot containing the same mixture 
of soil and other materials. Do not allow the seedlings to receive too much 
water. Standing water can cause the trees to become stunted or die. As long as 
you wait to water the seeds until the soil starts to dry, then there should be no 
risk of over-watering. Keep the seedlings indoors at least a year, until the 
following spring. 

Choose a sunny location in the landscape to plant Italian cypress. Ideal 
locations are at the corners of a tall building, on either side of an entry or in a 
line to create a columnar border. Purchase the cypress in pairs for symmetry at 
building corners/entry corners, or in odd numbers if using the trees as focal 
points in a garden or area of the landscape away from a building. 

Dig a hole twice as wide as the container the cypress came in and as deep as 
the container is tall. 



Remove the cypress from the container and loosen the roots from the sides and 
the bottom. 

Place the cypress into the hole. Holding the cypress by the trunk, check to see 
that the top of the root ball is at or slightly above ground level. If not, pull the 
cypress out and back-fill the hole to raise the level. Pack the soil down on the 
bottom of the hole. 

Return the cypress to the hole. Keep the cypress upright and back-fill with dirt. 
Water well and apply 2 to 3 inches of mulch. Water deeply once a week for a 
month unless there is a saturating rainfall. No staking is necessary. 

Prune only to retain height. No fertilizer is necessary 
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