
 

Horseradish 

GROWING GUIDE 

Horseradish is a rugged, cold-hardy perennial that grows best where there's 

enough of a winter to force the plants into dormancy.  

Choosing A Site 

Horseradish thrives in full sun but tolerates light shade. As for soil, horseradish 

can take almost anything but consistently waterlogged conditions. Site your 

horseradish in an out-of-the way spot because you won't want to move this 

perennial once it is planted. 

Planting 

Grow horseradish from plants or root cuttings set out in spring or autumn. 

Loosen the soil to 12 inches deep and add a shovelful of compost. Plant the 

root cutting at a 45-degree angle, with the top of the cutting 2 inches below 

the soil line. One plant is usually plenty for a family. If you love horseradish so 

much that you need more than one plant, space them 30 inches apart. 

Growing 

Horseradish needs little or no attention in order to thrive. To keep the plant 

from looking ratty, water it once a week during dry spells and use a couple of 

inches of mulch around the plant to help conserve moisture. 

Harvesting 

You can enjoy your first horseradish harvest one year after planting. Carefully 

dig away the soil from around the main root, taking care to free up the side 

roots and remove them at the same time. For the best yields harvest after frost 

kills the foliage. Scrub the main root under running water and dry well. If 



enclosed in a perforated plastic bag, horseradish root will keep in the vegetable 

bin of your refrigerator for three months or even longer. 

PROBLEM SOLVING 

The most common issue gardeners face with horseradish is not how to grow it 

but how to keep it from growing where they don't want it. To control its 

spread, remove the entire root, including its branches, when harvesting. Then 

replant only the number of roots you desire as plants for the following season. 

Whatever you do, don't till up ground containing horseradish root or place 

roots in your compost pile, because you risk spreading the plant all over the 

garden. 
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