
 
Hinoki Cypress 

Lay zippered storage bags on a flat surface. Place a 2- to 3-inch layer of 
horticultural vermiculite within each bag. Vermiculite is available at most 
nurseries and garden centers. Clean off seeds of any organic material such as 
seed-pod pieces or pulp. Place the desired number of seeds into each bag by 
pushing the seeds with one finger into the center of the vermiculite. 

Moisten the vermiculite with a spray bottle of water. It is important to not over-
water any seed as it may get mouldy. If the bag is tipped to the side and water 
runs out or water is squeezed from the vermiculite, the mixture contains too 
much water. Place the bags in a refrigerator. The environment should be cold 
but not to the point of freezing. Allow the bags to sit for approximately three 
months. 

Remove the bags from the refrigerator after three months. Pick out the seeds 
from the vermiculite mixture. Fill a peat pot three-fourths of a way up with a 
commercial potting soil. Plant one to two seeds in each peat pot. Place the peat 
pots in a well-lit area such as an area naturally lit by the sun, or put them under 
artificial grow lights. 

Provide a well-lighted environment only during daylight hours. Once the 
seedlings emerge from the soil, water regularly either by spraying the soil with 
a spray bottle of water or pour water on the base of the peat pots so that the 
water soaks up through the soil reaching the roots. Once the seedling grows 
approximately 4-5 inches tall, the pot is transplanted into a true soil 
environment. 

Transplant the peat pots to the ground during the tree's dormant months of 
November through March. Dig a hole and place the peat pot into the moist soil 
environment. Cover the remaining hole with removed soil just barely covering 
the top of the peat pot. 
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