
 
Hibiscus Cannabinus - Kenaf 

Prepare the planting area in late spring for summer planting. Work the planting 
bed to a depth of about 8 to 10 inches. 

Spread a 4-inch layer of aged cow manure, dehydrated compost or peat moss 
over the planting area. Work the amendment into the soil thoroughly. Level 
and smooth the planting area, using a metal rake. 

Distribute a nitrogen-based fertilizer such as 12-12-12 at the spread rate of 1 to 
2 lbs. for every 100 square feet of planting area. Incorporate the fertilizer into 
the soil, using the rototiller. Keep the area weeded until planting time. Plant 
between early May and early June. 

PLANTING AND GROWING KENAF HIBISCUS: 

Create 3-foot-wide rows in the planting area. Use a measuring tape and 
planting stakes to measure and mark the distance apart for each row at about 3 
feet. 

Poke 1-inch-deep holes down the center of each row. Keep each hole about 1 
foot apart. 

Plant one seed in each of the planting holes. Cover the seeds with about 1 inch 
of soil. 

Moisten the seed bed thoroughly, using a fine mist type of spray over the area. 
Push in a planting stake at the start and end of each planted row to indicate 
the area for watering. Germination can begin in about 10 to 14 days, 
depending on conditions. 

Weed the planting area thoroughly during the first month after the kenaf 
hibiscus seeds germinate. Once seedlings grow to about 1 foot in height, 



fertilize every three weeks, using an all-purpose fertilizer such as 15-15-15. 
Follow the directions specified by the product's manufacturer as to spread rate. 
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