
 
Ficus Lutea 

This species can be grown successfully from both seed and truncheons. Ripe 
figs should be opened and allowed to dry for a day or so. Alternatively, they 
can be stored for a few months in a cool, dry and dark spot and sown when 
conditions are favourable, the recommended time being spring. Nichols (2004 
pers. comm.) recommends a growing medium consisting of equal parts washed 
river sand and vermiculite. Spread the seeds over the growing medium in seed 
trays and cover lightly with this same medium. Place the trays in a warm, well-
aired and brightly-lit spot, ensuring the medium is kept moist. Germination 
times may vary from 10 days to one month and after around one week of 
growth the seedlings are best moved into a sunny position. Once the young 
plants have gained some strength and composure, transplant into bags in a 
rich, well-drained soil mix. 

The use of truncheons is popular too and, being a vegetative (asexual) method 
of propagation, yields clones of the mother plant. Truncheons, with a diameter 
of 70-80 mm, can be inserted by a third of their length into a sand and compost 
mix, good drainage being a key factor. 

The ability of this generally fast-growing species to withstand winds and salt 
spray make it well suited to the warm, subtropical coastal region. It is also 
suited for use as an indoor plant. In the garden situation it makes a fine 
spreading shade tree and helps greatly in supporting wildlife in the urban 
setting. (Due to its aggressive root system, however, avoid close proximity to 
foundations, piping, paving or other structures and utilities). 

Plant in a large hole, add a generous amount of compost and water regularly 
until well established. Whether planted for its wonderful aesthetic, functional 
or ecological value, this beautiful and majestic fig is sure to add a special kind of 
magic. 
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