
 
Eryrthrina Lysistemon 

Erythrina lysistemon is a fast-growing, undemanding tree. It does best in fertile, 
well-aerated and well-drained soils. It is fairly drought-tolerant, but performs 
better if given water during summer. It is sensitive to cold and grows best in 
frost free gardens, but will survive in regions with a winter minimum of -7 to -1 
°C/20 to 30°F (zone 9) provided it is planted in a sheltered position, and 
protected from frost when young. This tree prefers dry winters, but it will thrive 
in the wet winters of Western Cape as long as it is planted in well-drained soil 
and watered during the dry summers. 

Coral trees are attacked by a boring insect that enters at the tip of a branch and 
causes die-back. As soon as this is noticed, the damaged branch should be cut 
back to un-bored wood and the prunings should be burnt. It is difficult to 
control on big trees, but it can be done with a systemic insecticide. Caterpillars 
can cause damage to the foliage, and an insect causes yellowish galls on the 
leaves, but these do not seem to affect the overall health or performance of the 
tree. 

The common coral tree is an excellent specimen tree for gardens and parks and 
is very effective planted in avenues or for street plantings. It is particularly 
recommended for that spot in the garden where you need sun in winter and 
shade in summer. 

Erythrina lysistemon is easily propagated from seed, cuttings and truncheons. 
Seed is sown in spring and summer, in a well-drained, general-purpose potting 
soil, placed in a warm but shaded spot and kept moist. Soaking the seed 
overnight in warm (not hot) water is not necessary for germination to occur, 
but should hurry things along. Dusting the seed prior to sowing, or drenching 
after sowing, with a fungicide that combats pre-emergence damping off, 
although not essential, will increase the percentage germination. Cuttings are 
best taken in spring to summer, and truncheons in late winter to spring. 



Truncheons are made from part of or even an entire branch which is left to dry 
and heal for a few days, then planted into a pot filled with sand or even directly 
into the soil where the plant is to be grown, and kept damp but not wet. If a 
plant has to be transplanted, this is best done whilst it is dormant, during 
winter. 

© Seeds for Africa Limited 

No part of this document may be reproduced, copied or distributed without the express written 
permission of the Directors of Seeds for Africa Limited. 

www.seedsforafrica.co.za 

Seeds for Africa 
 


